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Recommendation

Fostering development of entrepreneurial competence and mindset
activation at all levels.
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Education, beginning in early
childhood and continuing
throughout a person’s learning
journey is imperative for the
induction of fundamental mindset
activation skills to create the
entrepreneurs and intrapreneurs of
the future.
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These development phases are described in TF2 (Figure 2) of this handbook. ;
Full descriptions can be found on Startup Commons website

www.startupcommons.org
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Assessing and
evaluating impacts of
supports for start ups

provides the
opportunity for
reflection,
understanding and
co-design for these
cornerstones of an
entrepreneurial
ecosystem. -
iEER
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Improving coordination and removing barrier for effective support to
startups and their acceleration.




Renewing skills and all forms of innovation in outlying areas.




Bringing the implementation of regional smart specialisation
strategies (RIS3) closer to the entrepreneurs and the stakeholders.







Background

From July to September 2019, the iEER conducted an expert consultation on the experiences of EU
funding and policies in the area of business development and entrepreneurship.

Demography and background of the experts

70 experts from Helsinki-Uusimaa, Brandenburg, Hauts de France, Kerry, Marche, Southern Denmark,
Northern Ireland, Valencia, West Pomerania and West Region Romania took part of the consultation.

Of which 28% represents public sector, 39% represents universities and education institution and 11%
represents companies and business. 70% of experts and their affiliation provide services and support
of business and companies and 11% work with law and policy making support the development and
growth of business and companies. 86% of experts consider they are part of the entrepreneurship
ecosystem and are an active actor in making it good for startups and young entrepreneurs to succeed.

Experience in EU fundings

69% of experts had been involved in or benefited from the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), 45% Interreg programmes, 36% European Social Fund (ESF) and 23% EC funding including
Horizon 2020, COSME, Erasmus+ and Marie Curie.






In your opinion, what are the main obstacles that prevent the
success of the business in the area that you are operating in

Aversion to risk

Fear of failure

Shortage of funds and resources

Lack of market experience

Fragmented and unsupportive business environment
Lack of entrereneurial capacity

Employee related difficulties

Lack of appropriate technical and practical Skills

Lack of adequate entrepreneurship training
Lack of entrepreneurship opportunities
Others, please specify

Severe market entry regulations

10% 20% 30% 40% 50%



From your experience, how effective is EU policy in supporting
the following policy areasl = no effect, 5 = highly effective

Create an environment in which entrepreneurship is
rewarded and entrepreneurs and family businesses can...

Ensure that honest entrepreneurs who have faced
bankruptcy quickly get a second chance.

Design rules according to the “Think Small First” principle

Make public administration responsive to SMEs' needs

Adapt public policy tools to SME needs: facilitate SMEs’
participation in public procurement and better use State...

Facilitate SMEs’ access to finance and develop a legal and
business environment supportive to timely payments in...

Help SMEs to benefit more from the opportunities offered
by the Single Market

Promote the upgrading of skills in SMEs and all forms of
innovation.

Enable SMEs to turn environmental challenges into
opportunities.

Encourage and support SMEs to benefit from the growth of
markets.

Strengthen education of the younger generations to
entrepreneurship and foster their entrepreneurial...
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Future priorities of the EU in developing the
business environment for Europe

Based on the experience of the consulted experts, they suggest the future priorities of the EU in
developing business are to strengthen the entrepreneurship education of younger generations and
foster their entrepreneurial mindset and skills (4.61 out of 5), better access of funding by reducing
the bureaucracy and simplifying the applications with interoperable platform for banking, taxation,
legal registry, etc. (4.56 out of 5) and to promote and support the SMEs in upgrading their digital
skills and all forms of innovation (4.47 out of 5).



From your experience, what should be the future priorities of the EU in
developing the business environment for Europe
1 = no priority, 5 = highest priority

Strengthen the entrepreneurship education of younger generations and
foster their entrepreneurial mindset and skills

Better access of funding by reducing the bureaucracy and simplifying

the applications (interoperable platform for banking, taxation, legal...

Promote and support the SMEs in upgrading their digital skills and all
forms of innovation

Foster and provide support to the innovation, productivity and
diversification in the business sector

Involve business and innovation communities and stakeholders in the
policy design and decision making

Simplify taxation rules in different EU countries, e.g. One stop system
for VAT across Europe

Promote and support SMEs to follow the UN's SDG (Sustainable
development goals) and turn environmental challenges into...

Provide funding for the research to address industrial and societal
challenges

Activate the roles of the local and regional authorities in the
development of business environment

Upgrade the capacity and knowlege of local and regional authorities in
the development of business environment

Create an environment in which entrepreneurship is rewarded and
entrepreneurs and family businesses can thrive.

Improve the mobility of talents and skills across Europe

Encourage and support SMEs to benefit from the growth of markets in
the EU

Encourage and support SMEs to benefit from the growth of markets
outside the EU and globally

Facilitate SMEs’ access to finance and develop a legal and business
environment supportive to timely payments in commercial transactions

Adapt public policy tools in the EU to SME needs: facilitate SMEs’
participation in public procurement and better use State Aid...

Help SMEs understand and apply EU directives and rules, so they can
benefit more from the opportunities offered by the Single Market

Ensure that honest entrepreneurs who have faced bankruptcy quickly
get a second chance.

Design EU rules according to the “Think Small First” principle
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