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Strategic context : Good practice 
demonstrated by multi agency and local 
authority collaboration.

Strategic policies: LDMG has partnered with 
agencies to deliver plans that can support 
funding and that support the tourism 
community.
The policies have built in action plans that 
support and deliver key projects to stimulate 
tourism activity in the lake side region. 

Examples of good practice with key projects: 
Lough Derg Blueway
A Taste of Lough Derg
Quest Lough Derg
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Good Practice in Lough Derg Marketing Group 
The Geographic and Strategic  Context: 

Lough Derg is the lowest lake on the Shannon system, the Shannon is 
the longest river in Ireland. Lough Derg  boarders Clare, Galway and 

Tipperary. Each area is governed by a Local Authority 
Lough Derg sits within Ireland’s newest brand experience; 

Irelands Hidden Heartlands.  
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Tourism Providers

There are a number of national 
strategic agencies that sit on the board 
of the Lough Derg Marketing Group 
with representatives from the local 
authorities.  
These are outlined below. 
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“If I had eight hours to chop down a tree, I'd spend six sharpening my axe.” Abraham Lincoln 

•Good practice come from good planning; policy development is key to provide a framework  for 
considering visitor needs,  supporting  tourism providers, engaging with communities and protecting the 
environment in this unique lakeside territory. We have used the V I C E model to consider sustainable 
tourism development
•Since 2014; The Lough Derg Marketing Group has commissioned two overarching policy documents. The 
first was the Lough Derg Road Map 2014-2017, The second one has the current working title of 
Destination Lough Derg Visitor Experience Development Plan. It will be launched in late 2019 and have 
projects and actions to deliver between 2019-2024.
•This new plan will sit under the Shannon Masterplan which is the first plan being developed for the 
whole Shannon system.  

Lough Derg
Roadmap 2014-17

Lough Derg Strategy 
2019-2024
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Key LDMG project 1. Now in its sixth year, A Taste of Lough Derg is 
supported and co-ordinated by The Lough Derg Marketing group 
‘There is something for everyone in this colourful series of events that celebrates food 
around Lough Derg
; whether its yoga overlooking the lake followed by honey inspired treats, small plates 
of local goodness in restaurants, long table banquets or historical food talks delivered 
in unusual contexts; there is a great choice of events for the visitor on the shores of 
Lough Derg.’ 

The programme was rolled out in heritage venues, pubs, restaurants and 
farms around the lake. 
We also developed a film with the support of Failte Ireland. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-h9xM9Fnss&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-h9xM9Fnss&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-h9xM9Fnss&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-h9xM9Fnss&feature=youtu.be
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Key LDMG Project 2: The Lough Derg
Blueway

Lough Derg Blueway : Blueways are a network of 
multi-activity recreational trails that allow you to 
explore rural Ireland’s unique waterscapes.  The 
Blueways experience is enriched by promoting it 
within the context of the local culture, heritage, 
arts and artisan food offerings.
The Lough Derg Blueway is part this network and 
provides an amazing mix of activity and 
adventure trails in a special area of Ireland.
The Lough Derg Blueway has 13,000 hectares of 
clear water; surrounded by beautiful and 
dramatic countryside in the three counties of 
Clare, Tipperary and Galway.





Lough Derg Project 3: Quest Adventure Race; supporting the concept  of getting ‘active in 
nature’; brought 2000 participants to the shores of Lough Derg to run, mountain bike and 
canoe around the some of Ireland’s most panoramic vistas. Quest had an excellent 
marketing partnership with LDMG, who supported the activity of this team of professional 
event managers. 
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Thank you
Ruth Mulhern

Tourism Marketing Officer, Tipperary County Council 


