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Centres of Competence (CoCs) - Definition

▪ A Centre of Competence (CoC) is a ‘structured, long-term research and

innovation (R&I) collaboration in strategically important areas between

academia and industry with frequent interactions with the public sector. A CoC

focuses on strategic research agendas, support strong interactions between

science and industry and provides truly collaborative research with a

medium to long-term perspective’ (TAFTIE).

Centres of Competence (CoCs) - Definition

.

Centres of Competence (CoCs) can also focus on:

▪ Exploiting research results by means of Intellectual Property Right (IPR) and

spin-offs,

▪ Training of PhDs and master students,

▪ Disseminating research results via publications, conferences etc,

▪ Stimulating networking and knowledge transfer,

▪ Acquiring third-party funding (including EU sources),

▪ Providing research infrastructures,

▪ Providing market intelligence.

https://taftie.eu/sites/default/files/Taftie_TF_CompAct_Final_Report%20_LV.pdf
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Interreg Europe projects dealing

with Centres of Competence (CoCs)

To enhance industry-led Centres of Competence

(CoCs) as S3 implementation unit, for instance

Kantola industrial estate and Woodpolis

To promote rural and urban digital innovation

ecosystems, for instance industrial internet laboratory

To reinforce university-industry collaboration, for

instance National Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Centre

To improve the exploitation of Research and Innovation

Infrastructures, for instance imec

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/136/kantola-industrial-estate-and-woodpolis-centre-of-competence/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/1278/industrial-internet-laboratory-at-seamk/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/2681/national-innovation-and-entrepreneurship-centre-at-kaunas-university-of-technology/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/230/imec-state-of-the-art-infrastructure-for-nano-electronics/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/bridges/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/inno%20infra%20share/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/inkrease/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/erudite/
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The Policy Learning Platform can help

Good practices – get inspired

Visit the good practice database here

Story on Centres of Competence (CoCs)

Read the story here

Policy digest in research and innovation

Subscribe to the policy digest here

Policy brief on university-industry collaboration

Read the policy brief here

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/news/7724/accelerating-the-innovation-process-through-centres-of-competence/?no_cache=1&cHash=71436d53a25c4e89131154fff7c5836a
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/news/6449/the-policy-learning-platform-has-launched-the-policy-digest/?no_cache=1&cHash=eb3e37b3027a93d176dce9c78124ae2e
https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/plp_uploads/policy_briefs/2020-01-17_Policy_Brief_University-Industry_Collaboration.pdf
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The Policy Learning Platform can help

Peer review in Sofia, Bulgaria on 17-18 June 2019
Host: Executive Agency Science and Education for Smart Growth

Operational Programme, Ministry of Education and Science of Bulgaria

The policy challenges were related to Structuring Centres of Excellence (CoEs) and 

Centres of Competence (CoCs), focusing on:

▪ governance structures,

▪ private sector involvement, 

▪ extra-regional cooperation, 

▪ financial models. 

To know more about this peer

review and read the peer review

report here

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/news/6282/policy-recommendations-on-structuring-centres-of-excellence-and-centres-of-competence/

