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▪ Art. 174 TFEU: the EU's cohesion policy aims to strengthen economic and 

social cohesion by reducing disparities in the level of development between 

regions

▪ Main investment policy of the European Union

▪ EUR 351,8 billion for the funding period 2014-2020

▪ Five funds: ERDF, CF, ESF, EAFRD, EMFF

▪ Implementation through national and regional operational programmes

▪ Principle of shared management

Cohesion policy – the key features



3

Cohesion policy – who benefits?



4

▪ (1) strengthening research, technological development and innovation 

▪ (2) enhancing access to and use and quality of ICT 

▪ (3) enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs 

▪ (4) supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors

▪ (5) promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and management

▪ (6) protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency 

▪ (7) promoting sustainable transport and removing bottlenecks in key network infrastructures 

▪ (8) promoting employment and supporting labour mobility 

▪ (9) promoting social inclusion and combating poverty 

▪ (10) investing in education, skills and lifelong learning by developing edu and training infrastructure

▪ (11) enhancing institutional capacity and an efficient public administration

Thematic priorities 2014-2020
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▪ (1) A smarter Europe

▪ (2) A greener Europe

▪ (3) A more connected Europe

▪ (4) A more social Europe

▪ (5) Europe closer to citizens

Policy objectives 2021-2027



6

European cooperation for biogas-based solutions
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▪ Proposed co-financing rates for the funding period 2021-2027:

▪ Max. 70% for less developed regions (and Interreg cross-border cooperation)

▪ Max. 55% for transition regions

▪ Max. 40% for more developed regions

▪ Proposed scope of support (ERDF):

▪ Investments in a) infrastructure, b) access to services and c) productive investments in SMEs

▪ Equipment, software and intangible assets

▪ Information, communication, studies, networking, cooperation, exchange of experience (…)

▪ Technical assistance

▪ Simplification – increased use of simplified cost options (SCOs)

▪ Negotiations and programming ongoing – get involved now!

What to expect from the new period?
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www.interregeurope/policylearning 

#policylearning ▪ t.kohlisch@policylearning.eu


