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What is the GrünGürtel (GreenBelt) Frankfurt?

Providing

▪ Leisure, recreational

and educational

activities

▪ Fresh air corridor, cold 

air formation, 

infiltration

▪ Conservation of 

species and habitats,  

cultural landscape
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Tasks of the Green Belt

Conceptual 
development, spatial 

planning, area 
designation

Management and care 
for green areas, 

commercial forest, 
agricultural etc.

Voluntary management 
of conservation areas

implementation of 
projects with cultural 

and nature relevance; 

Education and training 
activities

Credits: Stadt Frankfurt, NABU Frankfurt
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Development pathway

Conceptual-
isation

1925 First ideas 1978 First concept

1988 dissertation
of Till Behrens 
(architect and

designer)

Establish-
ment

1990 Project year
with summer

academy, 
competition

14.11.1991 
Green Belt 
constitution

1992-1996 
establishment of 
the Green Belt lt.

1994 designation 
as landscape 

protection area

Consolidation
1995 development 

of Regionalpark 
RheinMain

Since 1997 inter-
office working

group
1998 Enlargement

Development

2002 Green Belt 
Animal

2003 old airfield
redesign

2004 bike paths ...

2010 – 2013
further 

development of 
‘ray and spokes 

plan’

2013 – 2015 New 
landscape and
culture projects

Anniversary
2016 celebration of

25th anniversary
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Key social and environmental 

benefits

Vital urban 
community

Clean air

Education

Outdoor 
recreation

Water
quality

Species
and

habitats

Landscape
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Difficulties and opportunities

Threats

• constant political pressure 

on economic valorisation of 

land

• difficult to quantify 

ecological/social services 

("recreational quality", 

urban climate effects, etc.) 

• Pressure from the real 

estate market

Opportunities

▪ spatial planning approach

to provide social and

economic benefits

▪ Integration with outside 

area

▪ political negotiation

processes
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Conclusions

▪ Transferable approach

▪ Requirements

▪ legal-planning secured status

▪ awareness and appreciation of the social, ecological and

economic achievements in politics/administration and in the

population

▪ interaction between civil society actors and the public sector

▪ Conflicts of use within the GreenBelt can be reduced by

▪ spatial unbundling of uses or

▪ regulatory requirements or

▪ cooperative-participative management approaches
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CityZen policy instrument

Action plan for ‚Urban Agriculture in the RhineMain Regionalpark‘ 

Supplement to the Framework Concept (2012)

Topics:

• Agriculture,  nature and

landscape conservation, 

and recreation

• New initiatives and

cooperations

• Traditional orchards

• Maintenance of cultural

landscape
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Further information

▪ Case study about the Green Belt 

in the H2020 PEGASUS project

▪ GrünGürtel on the website of the

city of Frankfurt (German only)

▪ Related policy Instrument 

RegionalPark RhineMain of the

Interreg Europe CityZen project

http://pegasus.ieep.eu/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMDkvMjYvM3Z0czk2OWJ0N19ERV8wMV9HcmVlbl9CZWx0X2ZpbmFsLnBkZiJdXQ/DE-01_Green%20Belt_final.pdf?sha=70a333248365980e
https://www.frankfurt.de/sixcms/detail.php?id=2805&_ffmpar%5b_id_inhalt%5d=54445
https://www.interregeurope.eu/cityzen/#collapse5


Thank you for your attention! 

Questions welcome


