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What’s happening in Interreg Europe?

Projects and Policy Learning Platform

Simon Hunkin

Thematic Expert –

Low-carbon economy
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Aim

• Present the low-carbon economy theme

• Focus in on the projects under the energy efficiency strand

• Show what the PLP has done, is doing and will do for energy 

efficiency projects 
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Low-carbon economy
Investment Priority 4(e):

Promoting low-carbon strategies for all types of territories, in particular for urban 

areas, including the promotion of sustainable multi-modal urban mobility and 

mitigation relevant adaptation measures. 

Specific Objective 3.1:

Improve the implementation of regional development policies and programmes, in 

particular programmes for Investment for Growth and Jobs and, where relevant, 

European Territorial Cooperation programmes, addressing the transition to a low-

carbon economy. 
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41 ongoing projects

8
on integration 

of renewables 15
on energy 

efficiency in 

buildings

18
on smart and 

sustainable 

mobility
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EEB 
projects



6
Policy instruments include 88 Operational Programmes for Structural Funds

24
Member 

states

57
Good 

practices 

online

108
Policy 

instruments 

addressed

119 

partners

15 energy efficiency projects
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1st & 2nd Call – 12 projects
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Who’s here?
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First Call
Boosting low-carbon innovative building rehabilitation in European regions

Aim: To increase energy renovation of buildings and pave way to new standard of nZEBs

www.interregeurope.eu/build2lc

Financial instruments for energy renovation policies

Aim: Promote new policies, or improve existing policies, for creating funding instruments, 

especially financial instruments for energy efficiency

www.interregeurope.eu/finerpol

Novel roles of regional and local authorities in supporting energy consumers’ behaviour 

change towards a low carbon economy

Aim: Improve policy instruments targeting demand-driven initiatives

www.interregeurope.eu/locarbo
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First Call
Renovation for energy efficient buildings

Aim: Improve capacity of public authorities to undertake renovation works

www.interregeurope.eu/rebus

Smart energy transition to upgrade energy performance

Aim: Improve energy performance of regions through enhanced policies on smart grids, 

including energy management tools and consumer behaviour change

www.interregeurope.eu/set-up

Regional policies towards greening the social housing sector

Aim: Improve regional policies targeting link between social housing and fuel poverty

www.interregeurope.eu/socialgreen

Promotion of near zero CO2 emission buildings due to energy use

Aim: Define NZCO2EBs, explore technology combinations and define policy-instruments for 

support

www.interregeurope.eu/zeroco2
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Second Call
Technologies and open innovation for low-carbon regions

Aim: Focus on policy-instruments that stimulate effective engagement between public 

authorities and building owners, and research centres and companies

www.interregeurope.eu/clean

Low carbon urban morphologies

Aim: To collectively design and test innovative ways of achieving low carbon cities

www.interregeurope.eu/moloc

More carbon reduction by dynamically monitoring energy efficiency

Aim: Support new projects that apply cost-effective energy monitoring to reduce energy 

demand

www.interregeurope.eu/empower
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Second Call

Support local governments in low carbon strategies

Aim: Improve co-ordination and performance of policy instruments to implement sustainable 

energy action plans by reducing the implemntation gap

www.interregeurope.eu/support

Preserve traditional buildings through energy reduction

Aim: Create a building culture that is sympathetic to modern requirements improved energy 

usage without endangering architectural heritage 

www.interregeurope.eu/violet

http://www.interregeurope.eu/violet
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Third Call…started 1 June
Supporting energy efficiency and renewable energy in European islands and remote regions

Aim: Overcome challenges of remote regions, supporting businesses to be more energy 

efficient

Lead Partner: Vice-Ministry of Industry and Energy, Canarias

www.interregeurope.eu/resor

More Carbon Reduction through Intense Community Engagement

Aim: Reduce emissions by empowering local communities; community engagement, social 

platforms, capacity building, behavioural change

Lead partner: Local Energy Management Agency of Almada, Portiugal

www.interregeurope.eu/intensify

Sustainable Metropolitan Areas and the Role of The Edge City

Aim: Address the potential for GHG reductions in smaller cities in metropolitan areas; 

industrial parks

Lead partner: Akershus County Council, Norway

www.interregeurope.eu/smartedge
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Key Words
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Key Trends

Finance Grant funding often very inefficient, sometimes difficult to manage. Movement

from grant funding to loans and repayable grants. Novel instruments like 

revolving funds and ESCOs being developed. Involvement of financial 

intermediaries with more experience of managing funds than regional 

authorities.

Governance Strengthening enabling frameworks, strategies and targets. Longer term 

perspectives. Greater recognition of institutional factors such as co-ordination 

amongst government departments. More focus on monitoring performance and 

correcting when off-track.

Energy 

management

Importance of monitoring and data recognised more. Simple tools available for 

monitoring and measuring of individual homes, some larger systems available, 

but expensive. Challenge is to apply to mid-sized buildings and businesses.

Behavioural

change

Engaging inhabitants and users of public buildings, in particular school 

programmes and public housing, some movement towards engaging 

homeowners and businesses in newer projects.
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Policy 
Learning 
Platform
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Maximising impact of projects
Project Analysis: What are the projects doing? 

What do the projects need?

- Project application forms, project reporting, 

interviews with lead partners

- Monitor publications on project websites

- But don’t wait! Be pro-active!

PLP/JS assessment:

- What is interesting for other regions 

outside of the projects?

- What is most politically important?

- Do we have a balance between thematic 

areas?

Policy Learning Platform Topics

Political 
agenda

Regional 
interests

Project 
analysis



Policy briefs

The most recent analysis of the Interreg Europe 

projects and their topics

Every 1-2 months

• May: Governance change for energy efficiency in 

buildings (published)

• June: Demand responsive transport (this week)

Proposal:

• July: Community owned & run energy

• September: Multimodal urban transport

• October: Financial instruments for energy efficiency



Governance Change

Energy efficiency governance: legislative frameworks (strategies and targets), 
institutional arrangements, co-ordination mechanisms, measuring and correcting

Contents

• Defining energy efficiency governance

• European frameworks

• Challenges at a regional level

• European support

• Interreg Europe project achievements

• Recommendations for regional policy-makers



Featured projects

Featuring:  REBUS, CLEAN, LOCARBO, ZEROCO2



Events
Small online discussions for project partners 

on a specific theme

Two-three per year. 2018:

1) Demand-responsive transport (12 June)

2) Energy topic – scope TBD

In-person events. 2018:

1) Workshop on energy efficient buildings (…today)

2) Mobility (TBD)



Articles

Updates on news and initiatives at the European level

Featured content on project achievements and good practices
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Later today we’ll come back to ask how the Interreg Europe Policy 

Learning Platform can help you. Think about … 

• Policy brief topics

• Thematic workshops

• Online discussions

• News articles & updates

How can we help you?
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Don’t wait! Be proactive!

If you have something you consider especially important or interesting
that you need help promoting, or that you think could be useful for 

other regions, let us know!

Contact us:

k.krell@policylearning.eu

s.hunkin@policylearning.eu

mailto:k.krell@policylearning.eu
mailto:s.hunkin@policylearning.eu
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Thank you!

Simon Hunkin

Thematic Expert –

Low-carbon economy

s.hunkin@policylearning.eu

Katharina 
Krell

mailto:k.krell@policylearning.eu

