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The benefits of urban nature
Introduction

… Riverbanks – Green spaces – Urban 

forests – Green and blue infrastructure –

Wild flowers – Tree-lined streets – Parks 

…

▪ Keeping temperature down

▪ Removing and storing CO2

▪ Reducing impact of natural disasters

▪ Providing space for rest, exercise and relaxation

Source: EEA (2020)



SLIDE 5

Restoring urban nature
Presentations
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Restoring urban nature
Study visit in Ghent

▪ Captain Zeppos park

▪ Reopening the waterway at 

the Reep

▪ Franse Vaart / Kerkstraat
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Nature and biodiversity
Policy briefs
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Climate adaptation in deltas
Webinars
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Matchmaking Sessions
Feel free to join us tomorrow!

Connecting green spaces 
in Antwerp

Regional Landscapes, 
Belgium

15:15 – 16:30

Circular Economy for 
municipalities

Province of East 
Flanders, Belgium

13:30 - 14:45
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Examples of IR-E projects tackling the topic of Nature 
restoration and biodiversity

From biodiversity data to decisions

Celebrating biodiversity governance

Improving regional policies to better protect natural heritage

Water-linked heritage valorisation by developing an eco-
systemic approach

2019-2023

2016-2021

2018-2022

2018-2022

Effectiveness of environmental urban policies to improve 
resource efficiency

2019-2023
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Examples of IR-E projects tackling the topic of Nature 
restoration and biodiversity

Nature and biodiversity – Green Infrastructure

Climate change – nature-based solutions

Climate change – nature-based solutions

2023-2027

2023-2027

2023-2027
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Thank you!
                          

https://www.interregeurope.eu



Coffee break
and Site Visits



1 June 2023

Good morning!
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1 June 2023 

Astrid Severin and Magda Michaliková
Thematic Experts| Interreg Europe Policy Learning Platform

Reaching ambitious 
targets
EU Nature Restoration Law

Global Biodiversity Framework
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Reaching ambitious nature restoration targets
Introduction

EU Nature Restoration Law

• Long-term recovery of Europe’s nature: at least 20% by 2030 and all

ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050

• Upscaling measures: rewilding, returning trees, greening cities and

infrastructure, removing pollution

• Top priority: ecosystems with greatest potential for removing and storing

carbon, preventing or reducing the impact of natural disasters

• Reversing the decline of pollinator populations by 2030

• Restoring at least 25 000 km of rivers to a free-flowing state by 2030

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/nature-restoration-law_en
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Reaching ambitious nature restoration targets
Introduction

Urban nature restoration
• No net loss of green urban spaces by 2030, a 5% increase by 2050

• Minimum 10% tree canopy cover in every European city

• Net gain of green space integrated to buildings and infrastructure

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework - EU joined
• A global roadmap to protect and restore nature

• Setting measurable targets by 2030 and 2050

• Spurring investments for a green global economy with the Global

Biodiversity Fund

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e6d3/cd1d/daf663719a03902a9b116c34/cop-15-l-25-en.pdf
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Reaching ambitious nature restoration targets
Presentations

The Flemish belt 

around Brussels

Johan Laeremans

Flemish Land Agency

Belgium

(RENATUR)

Water in an

urban context

Hans Thoolen

City of Breda 

The Netherlands

(WAVE)

Sustainable water use 

in green spaces

Mariana Cruz

Porto Metropolitan Area

Portugal



World Café 
Sessions



SLIDE 20

Reaching ambitious nature restoration targets
World Café Sessions

Green belts and peri-

urban nature

Host
Johan Laeremans

Flemish Land Agency

Belgium

Water in an

urban context

Host
Hans Thoolen

City of Breda 

The Netherlands

Urban planting and 

afforestation

Host
Natália Szécsényi

Lépték-Terv for 

Municipality of Budapest

Hungary
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• Key questions

- What are the main challenges for increasing the rate of 
nature restoration in an urban context in your territory?

- What types of policy interventions / projects would help 
speeding-up the implementation of nature restoration in an 
urban context in your territory?

Reaching ambitious nature restoration targets
World Café Sessions
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REPORTING TO PLENARY
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Thank you!
                          



Coffee break
Back 11:30


