
Regional Policies and Measures on Digital Transformation
in the Helsinki-Uusimaa Region

PLP Thematic Workshop on Digital Innovation Hubs
Espoo, November 2022

Heikki Kallasvaara

Senior Advisor, Industrial Modernisation and Innovative Services

Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council







Source: Bart van Ark, 2022, UKRI



Policy Targets
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THE SIGNATORIES AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES:
 a citizen-centric approach;
 a city-led approach at EU level;
 the city as a citizen-driven and open innovation ecosystem;
 ethical and socially responsible access, use, sharing and management of 

data;
 technologies as key enablers;
 interoperable digital platforms based on open standards and technical 

specifications, APIs and shared data models.



For us, industrial modernisation means green 
and digital transition. We see that digital 
solutions can help achieve climate and 
welfare goals. 

Helsinki Smart region is a developer of 
leading-edge technologies for future 
industries and processes. 



European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIH) will 
be created to help the industry and public 
sector utilize new technologies and 
opportunities for improved and sustainable 
solutions. 

The Helsinki Smart Region has signed the 
Living.in.EU Declaration on joining forces to 
boost sustainable digital transformation in 
cities and communities in the EU. 



The designated EDIH Candidates in Uusimaa:

Finnish AI Region (FAIR)
led by the City of Helsinki

Location Innovation Hub (LIH)
led by National Land Survey of Finland/Finnish 
Geospatial Research Institute 



European Commission’s data act from the 
perspective of both industry agreements and the 
digital green transition:
• Does the new regulation of data contribute to the emergence of 

data sharing practices and the digital green transition? 

• The new data regulation in its current form does not consider the 
specificities of the industry (?)

Ref: ETLA Brief 110/2022 (FI)



…and in Practice?



DTCase#1 Helsinki-Uusimaa: Digitalizing Healthcare
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Health Proof Helsinki combines Helsinki’s three most 
significant public RDI environments in the form of a unified 
service entity for companies in the fields of health technology 
and medical technology.



DTCase#2: The 40Ready Project
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DTCase#3: The DT4Regions Project
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DTCase#4:  MyData Global  
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DTCase#5: The Regions4Climate Project
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HORIZON-MISS-2021-CLIMA-02   …Adaptation to Climate Change Mission

The ambition:
“To significantly advance European  transitions to Climate recilience“

Regional Demonstrations:
Including,  for Helsinki – Uusimaa, A DigitalTwin, sensor data, ML 
decision making support, tools for future urban development and land 
use planning



Wrapping Up



Helsinki Smart Region for a Resilient Green and Digital Transition

Uudenmaan liitto | Nylands förbund | Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council 18

We are strongly committed to the EU Twin 
Transition and the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. With our 
new Regional Programme for the Helsinki 
Smart Region, we are set to play our part 
in implementing and supporting the 
transformation of European societies. 

The programme, with its vision for 2030, 
makes us a frontrunner in 
implementing the EU Green Deal, the 
European Digital Decade, and the new 
European Innovation Agenda.
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Our key messages: 

We implement Green and Digital Transition, and we will be Carbon Neutral by 2030. 
We showcase how to reach the ambitious EU targets by working more together. 

We mobilise extensive regional collaboration to increase the R&D investments to over 5 % of the GDP. 

For us, being a forerunner means increasing partnering and collaboration
with the EU and other European regions and cities.
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Thank You!
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