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1750 «Grand Tour» 
an aristocratic winter villegiatura
1763 «Travel through France to Italy» T. Smolett
invention of picturesque and birth of tourism
1863 Train arrives in Cagnes-sur-Mer 
last stop of the PLM (Paris-Lyon-Meditrerranée)
1887 « Côte d’Azur » S. Liegeard
a select destination from Marseille to Genova 

1891-1922 Cagnes-sur-Mer instead of Cagnes
1903 Pierre Auguste Renoir move to Cagnes-sur-Mer
And many others painters, poets, writers…
« the school of Cagnes ! » « Cagnes-Montparnasse »
1978 Autoroute A8 mass tourism and urbanisation
Development of the city
Since 2020 Cagnes-sur-Mer most attractive city of the area 
population increase

Cagnes and the « Côte d’Azur »
construction of the narrative 
urbanization & economic shift



Haut-de-Cagnes, the mediéval village

Cros-de-Cagnes, the  old fishermen village

Sublimation of the landscapes by artists
Material and immaterial cultural heritage

Bord de mer à Cagnes
Olynthe Madrigali (1887-1950)

Haut-de-Cagne
Charlotte Gardelle (1870-1953) coll. particulière

Old medieval village and historical monument : Grimaldi castle, Notre-Dame de Protection chapel
The city of painters end of 19th to mid 20th century : Renoir, Matisse, Bonnard, Smirnoff, Klein, Soutine, Foujita, Mendjizky …
Traditional agriculture and fishing in decline to the benefit of a seaside attraction



Val de Cagne, la plaine agricole

a VISION of Nature in the city : the « Coulée Bleue » since 1995
a political leadership to save a major ecological corridor natural & cultural heritage

The river Cagne : 5,5 km from the gorges to the sea
Many issues : natural risks, local agricultural, biodiversity, landscape, well-being …

Le baou de Saint-Jeannet et la vallée de la Cagne
Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1841-1919)
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Watershed
Water management 

Administrative limits
Public policies

MNCA

different SCALES of the territory

1 795 ha // 17,95 km2
52 669 inhabitants
2 934 inhab./km2 
4th city of departement



a FIGHT against the destruction of the environment, landscapes
to save the river & agriculture against mis-use, constructions…1995-2020 

Save the water ! P.A.P.I. Cagne-Malvan 1 signed in 2016 16 615 000 € HT
Restore natural functioning to rivers that have been altered by development, urbanisation and human activities 



various actions :  
scientific studies, projects, works, 
sensibilization, planification, 
management and monitoring 
tools…to answer to many issues

Agriculture 
near to the 

city

Enhance
environment

Reduce risks

Nature in the 
city



Facing IMPACTS of global climate change 
how preserving natural and cultural heritage on coastal regions ?



Le cuvelage La sortie de la couverture Le seuil sous l’autoroute et la voie ferrée

a local answer
restoring the river is a solution for territorial adaptation and resilience

different facies of the river La Cagne



Val de Cagne, la plaine agricole

a MASTER PLAN 2020-2040 to restore the river
reconnect the city and citizens to the river

Val de Cagne : a cultural, agricultural, ecological high potential
Main issues : Flood risk, illegal embankment, distorted activities

Nature in the city : green and blue line connected to the sea
Main issues : impermeable soil, hydraulic infrastructures, eels’s
migration



TECHNICAL LEADERSHIP
Water/Risks/Environment
Planification
Public spaces
Development Economy
Energy transition
Agriculture and Territorial Food Plan
Mobility
Infrastructures
Territorial subdivision

Governance : Stakeholder, local actors & citizens involved in the process

POLITICAL LEADERSHIP
Mayor & city council
General management 
Services

PROJECT LEADERSHIP

Public Development Company project manager

GAUTHIER & CONQUET : landscape architects
TPFi + EGIS : engineers
BIOTEC : hydro. expert in Solutions Based on Nature
LPO : Biodiversity

RESTORATION IN TOWN-CENTER 2022 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
CITIZENS

MASTER PLAN LA CAGNE 2020-2040  

TEAM PROJECT
Multi experts driven by a 
landscape architect urban planner

PUBLIC ADMISTRATIONS & INSTITUTIONS

Diagnostic - Orientations 
The tools to achieve the goal

Reveal the social demand to 
build the territorial narrative

Technical ambition to consolidate the territorial interest



Process : Crossing data, issues, problematics, expertises, orientations

90m

Acceleration-Erosion-Closure
Increased flood in the city 
More danger for population

Spread flooding in the Cagne valley
Better protection of the city

1958 1980

ARTIFICIALIZATION
MISUSE of agri. area

2010

Flood prevention plan DDTM

Today 2020Mid-term 2030

SANCUARISATION RESTORATION

Long-term

Space for the river, biodiversity-agroecology-greenway & good time 



Restoration of the river 
in town center and the 
park 3ha 
2022-2023 

Creation of a park 1ha -
2022-2023 

Waterproofing and vegetation 
of the parkways 2024-2025 

Restoration of the 
estuary
Studies 2023-2024

Natural & Agricultural Peri urban Protection Perimeter 
– definition and programme
2023-2025

Main PROJECTS engaged



The RESTORATION of the river in town-center 2022

In the hart of the « Coulée Bleue » & the EcoQuartier « Canebiers-Villette »

A first realisation to « build the reputation » of the Master plan 



Principle : restore the river to a good functioning space hydro morpho ecological

1972 construction du chenal

2022 démolition du chenal

X Benefits :
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Model : Nature-based solutions



a PILOT OPERATION of local and european interest 

+ 3 million € of public investment



Thank you for your attention !

Let’s go on site !


