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Who am I?

- Dirk Vansintjan

- For Ecopower: president of
REScoop.eu

(European federation of energy

communities)

- Get in touch!
dirk.vansintjan@rescoop.eu
, @DirkVansintjan
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- 1991: 6 members
around kitchen table

- Now: 70,000 members,
producer/supplier

- In 2022 Ecopower
'shielded’ its members EVOLU'].' z, PRI]ZEN 2022
for more than 500
euros from the very
high electricity prices,
linked to skyrocketing
gas prices.

- Graph shows the
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(red) and the Ecopower
price (black).
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http://www.ecopower.be/

REScoop.eu

1.500.000 citizens

* Established in 2013

CC
« REScoop.eu is the European Federation of “us0 RESCoopS
Energy Communities
« Energy Communities are groups of citizens who
cooperate in energy transition projects
* regardless their legal entity s

* as long as they follow the 'REScoop Charter’

11
supporters

members federations



What does REScoop.eu do?

« Represent the voice of citizens and their energy
communities to European policy makers

* Support the start-up of new REScoops and provide them
with trainings, useful tools and contacts

« Provide services for the European REScoops

« Facilitate international exchanges and cooperation between
energy communities

« Promote the REScoop business model throughout Europe ?; g 1




The REScoop.eu team




What do we have in common?

The REScoop.eu Charter ER inled

MeMBER \
EcoNoMIC eare ™A

SonTRe, . 50\)1:"'“0N s

REScoop’s
EU 2050

See: https.//www.rescoop.eu/uploads/REScoopEU_Charter.pdf



What do REScoops have in common?

Every signatory of the REScoop Charter complies with the
ICA-definition of a cooperative:

It IS an autonomous association of persons united
voluntarily to meet their commmon economic, social, or cultural

needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and

democratically-  controlled enterprise,
(in case of an energy community)

AND/OR




What do REScoops have in common?

Every signatory of this Charter adheres to:

the cooperative values of self-help, self-responsibility,
democracy, equality, equity and solidarity ., and belief in the
ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibility and

caring for others’

(in all other cases e.g. a federation of energy communities)




What do REScoops have in common?

This does not exclude that signatories have assumed a
legal entity other than a cooperative society, including
but not limited to:

- an NGO,
- a foundation,
- an association,

- a trust etc.



What do REScoops have in common?

The signatories of this Charter unite I@\ 1 Vvoluntary and Open Membership

in the fOU.O\X/iﬂg set of /,2 2 Democratic Member Control

C A% Members’ Economic Participation

B our ICA-principles, éd 3
" 4 Autonomy and Independence

B our challenges,

fﬁ. 5 Education, Training, and Information

B Oour vision, w 6 Cooperation Among Cooperatives

B our mission, and é% 1 Concern For Community

B our objectives.




Energy communities across Europe
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Community energy:. the idea

"‘Community energy” or ‘community power” refers to people in a
community cooperating on energy Issues.

Community energy is a broad concept, it can refer to collective
switching campaigns, collective investments in solar panels, but also the
ownership of an energy supply company, or even a distribution network.

Some people work together informally, while others set up legal entities.

Depending on the activity, community energy can take different forms.



Community energy:. the idea

The different legal forms used to create local energy communities
include (but are not limited to):

cooperatives, partnerships, companies with a community interest,
foundations, non-profit organisations, trusts and associations.

The legal form you choose depends on your needs, and the rules
around cooperatives and organisations in your country.



Cooperatives

There are also other options that combine the ideas below, linking
activities related to the energy community to an existing organisation.

In the end, what matters most is your aim and the activities you carry
out to support energy democracy, not the structure you choose.

One very good option for energy projects is setting up a cooperative, a
group of citizens that organise themselves to work together on a
specific topic for the benefit of their community. Cooperatives can cover
Issues such as food, housing, transportation, finance — and energy.



Collaborations with municipalities

Cooperatives are a solid legal form for democratically owning and running
your energy project.

However, they are not the only solution and other options are available for
your project. In some countries, creating a cooperative is a long process
and implies navigating a lot of administrative rules. Other forms can be an
easier first step, and your group can evolve towards a cooperative later.

It's useful to check out what the legal requirements are in your country.



Clubs, trusts & other forms

Cooperatives are a solid legal form for democratically owning and
running your energy project.

However, they are not the only solution and other options are available
for your project. In some countries, creating a cooperative is a long
process and implies navigating a lot of administrative rules. Other forms
can be an easier first step, and your group can evolve towards a
cooperative later.

It's useful to check out what the legal requirements are in your country.



Community Energy Guidebook

COMMUNITY
ENERGY

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO RECLAIMING POWER

The guide is - apart from in English- also available in the
following languages on the REScoop.eu website:

https.//www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-
a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power

*Czech Spanish
«Dutch *Portuguese
5
French *Romanian 3
N bl
*Greek «Croatian &7 %: : e
*Polish *Hungarian Lots of examples from different countries!


https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-czech-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-dutch
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-pracitical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-french-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-pracitical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-greek-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-polish-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-pracitical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-spanish-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-portuguese-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power-romanian-edition
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/gra%C4%91anska-energija-priru%C4%8Dnik-za-preuzimanje-energije-u-svoje-ruke
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/k%C3%B6z%C3%B6ss%C3%A9gi-energia-k%C3%A9zik%C3%B6nyv

SCCALE
203050

Community
Energy Municipal
Guide

Energy Communities
Cooperate with
municipalities

See: https.//www.sccale203050.eu/ wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/SCCALE-
Municipal-Guide-Final-view.pdf



https://www.sccale203050.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/SCCALE-Municipal-Guide-Final-view.pdf
https://www.sccale203050.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/SCCALE-Municipal-Guide-Final-view.pdf
https://www.sccale203050.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/SCCALE-Municipal-Guide-Final-view.pdf

Index of examples

Context

Introduction

page 08-09

page12-17

page 18-21

Chapter OI:
Favourable Regulations
for Community Energy

page 22-41
Chapter 02:
Engagement &
Outreach

page 42-52
Chapter 03:

Supportin financing
projects

page 53-63
Chapter 04:
Sharing staff &
resources

page 64-69
Chapter 05:
Developing Supporting
Platforms, Tools and
Programmes

page 70-77



Chapter 06:

Facilitating dialogues
between local
stakeholders page 78-87

Chapter 07:
Giving access to public

sites

page 88-90
Chapter 08
Buying community
power or heat

page 91-95

Chapter 09
Co-investingina
jointly owned local

project
page 96-97

Chapter10
Becoming a direct
member of an energy
community

page 98-105
Complementary
resources

page 106-11



Legal framework exempting energy societies from
tendearing

CARES Schame, an effective enabling Mational
framework in Scotland

Data centre’s woste-heat keeping the
Middenmeer neighbourhood warm

Energy Performance Certificate linked to private or
collective investment in renewable energy

Subsidy schemae for cooperative anergy
generation

A renawable city ahead of its ime

Flemish municipalities wanting citizen
participation

Visualising economic estimations

Inspiring con'Crete’ campaigns

Balkan Solar Roofs Poster Campaign

Storytelling to get extensive media coverage

Germany

Metherlands

Belgium

Germany

Belgium

Spain

Grecce

Croatia,
Serbia
Bosnia &
Herzegovina

Croatia

HWordic countries got the hots for municipal gua=
ranteas

Municipal guarantee kick starts citizen enargy
cooperative

Pajopower finances public LED street lighting

Independent thinking in Frome seeds FRECo

Development Fund ups the game by halping
larger projects

Hational fund for small municipalities to launch
RES projects

Croation municipalities pleasing the crowds
Ecopowar-ing two cities

Prime Office Space just a KLIK away

Students of community energy

Seaing iz Balieving

On the sunny side

The Energy Community platform

Paris Climate Academy

Germany &
Norway

Netherlands

Belgium

UK




Index of examples

TITLE COUNTRY PAGE

Europaan Citizen Energy Acodemy, EUCEMA

Tripling efforts to reduce fuel poverty in Crete
Stand by me

Croation municipalitias standing out from the
crowd
Learning, planning, doing
Reach for the sun
ANEKA Davelopmant Agency promoting local
partnerships . ) )
Two cities hawve got wind of something new

The French connection France
Community’ Energy coachas Netherlands
It takes Proctice Netherlands
The heat is on Belgium

A roodmap to climate neutrality Belgium

A Cantral and Eastern Europe frontrunnar Poland

20 large wind turbines without public objection Belgium

Pyrenaas Power France

Cooperation agreament for a municipal school Greece

Twice as much wind power and participation Belgium




The energy transition
must be a just and social
transition that benefits
all citizens, local
communities, and the
local economy in the
first place.




Answer to most of your questions!

One-stop solution for everything ~
=N about community energy
Get all th

eed to move forward with

your community energy project

https.//energycommunityplatform.eu




Transposition progress

e Member States still have some

Renewable Energy Community (REC)

way to go.. & Citizen Energy Community (CEC)
. definitions :
« The energy community concept TansEealibn tracket

= often very new and it takes
time to introduce in the

Leg islation How are EU Member States doing?

RESCCOP.EU

« REScoop follows up on the

transposition with its
hittps:.//www.rescoop.eu/transposition-tracker

Transposition Tracker:


https://www.rescoop.eu/transposition-tracker

Keep in touch!

* https.//www.rescoop.eu

« https.//www.rescoop.eu/policy

« https.//energycommunityplatform.eu/

COMMUNITY

(NOW YOUR
| emenormevoumow [0\

ENERGY

APRACTICAL GUIDE TO RECLAIMING POWER

DOWNLOAD OUR HANDBOOK *



https://www.rescoop.eu/
https://www.rescoop.eu/policy
https://energycommunityplatform.eu/

RESCCOP.EU
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