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Agenda

Welcome & Introduction
Luc Schmerber, Interreg Europe Policy Learning Platform

1315 Session 1 - Strategic approaches to innovation and entrepreneurship
1415« Innovation challenges in outermost regions - Innovation strategy of the Azores
Fabio AL. Vieira, Autonomous Region of the Azores (Portugal)
« S3 strategy of Malta
Sarah Mifsud Attard, XjenzaMalta

1430 Session 2 - Innovation and entrepreneurship practices
1530+ |nnofest and Lab Vlieland, Friesland (Netherlands)
Dennis Sieperda, Province of Fryslan (Islands of Innovation, Digital Islands)
« Innovation Lab and Business Lab Aland (Finland)
Anna-Lena Groos, Aland University of applied sciences (Digital Islands)
« TERINQV Science and Technology Park, Azores (Portugal)
Duarte Pimentel, TERINOV Science and Technology Park

1530 Wrap up & Conclusions
15.45
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The platform in a NI gl=X8

Policy-learning opportunities through access to:

Knowledge
Find policy solutions

People
Meet our community

Expertise
Get policy advice


http://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning

Cananas {5}

Q@ 89 peer reviews implemented since 2019
15 peer reviews in the pipeline

© 51 matchmaking sessions


https://www.interregeurope.eu/get-policy-advice

The platform [R=aWY
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U RN EREUI Y (EU Parliament, 2021)

+ Islands’ challenges largely stem from geographic isolation and physical discontinuity with the continent

« Shipping goods and transporting people to and from islands is often more expensive than on the mainland, raising the
cost of living and of doing business.

« Dependence on tourism, which can be highly seasonal and sensitive to external shocks such as economic downturns or
pandemics.

« Smaller populations mean limited local markets, which can limit the growth potential of businesses and make it more
difficult to attract investment.

« Many islands rely on limited natural resources such as fresh water, arable land and energy, which can increase
vulnerability to supply disruptions.

* Young and educated people often leave for better opportunities elsewhere, reducing the local talent pool and
weakening the workforce.

» Infrastructure can be costly to maintain and upgrade, from roads and ports to energy grids and water systems.

B |


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2021)652239

Interreg Europe projects

-
B 2014 -2020

2014 -2020

GROW RUP Digital Islands
Islands of Innovation Entrepreneurship development and Digital Islands aims at developing
Innovation Policies for Sustainable capacity building policies for digital solutions to empower island
business creation and growth in communities.

European Islands "
outermost regions

Closed Closed Ongoing

Research and innovation capacities SME competitiveness
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Peer review: Fostering innovation capacities

and integrating disadvantaged groups in Aland

> Government of Aland, Finland

Peers from: Belgium, Hungary, Ireland, Norway, United Kingdom

Recommendations ‘:J)l '\,
« SME competitiveness and innovation capacity in an island

context

24-26
January
2023

« University-based entrepreneurship
Peers @
« Innovation lab .




.
Peer review - Development of Smart Island

and Smart Tourism Strategies

’ Korcula, Croatia

Peers from: Estonia, Finland, Norway

Recommendations

« Attracting digital nomads

 |ncubator

« Testbed for startups
» 48h Hackathon

©
More information available

10-11
November
2022



https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/expert-support-reports/development-of-smart-island-and-smart-tourism-strategies

SLIDE 11

Exploring different approaches
\

‘ Valorise the specificities of an island being an island

\

Harness the digital transformation

|
‘ Create spaces for innovation and foster
entrepreneurship
[
‘ Focus on the right sectors
/
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Session 1 - Strategic approaches to
innovation and entrepreneurship

Fabio AL. Vieira, Autonomous Region of the
Azores (Portugal)

Sarah Mifsud Attard, XjenzaMalta (Malta)




Session 2 -Innovation and

entrepreneurship practices
Dennis Sieperda, Province of Fryslan (Netherlands)

Anna-Lena Groos, Aland University of applied
sciences (Finland)

Duarte Pimentel, TERINOV Science and
Technology Park (Portugal)
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Thank you!

Follow us on social media n E m E

Title of Event
Location
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