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South East Energy Agency

South East Energy Agency is the Energy Agency for Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford and Waterford, we work in partnership to deliver energy
saving projects for the local authorities, communities and individuals in the Southeast.

Our Mission

Be Energy Use Clean
Efficient Energy

A region that encourages A Region that produces
and enables its energy surplus local clean energy
consumers to act supply.

responsibly.

Empower Be
Citizens Sustainable

A rege tit A region that is an
encourages and enables sustainable place to live,
its citizens to act and work, play and invest.
participate easily and

effectively in the energy

transition




Regional Spatial &

The EXPRESS project aims to decrease the regions’ dependency on energy imports Economic Strategy
and fossil energy and to increase their energy self-sufficiency and share of
renewable energy by improving regional policies.

EXPRESS project’s linkage to strategies and regional development work

Our focus will be on RPO 98 which aims to support the development of a Regional
Renewable Energy Strategy with relevant stakeholders.

The Objective policy improvement is to improve some specific areas to assist in
achieving this RPO as outlined under the RSES Project Charter for Regional
Renewable Energy Strategy for the Southern Region as follows:

* Development of Renewable Energy Resources - Developing key actions that can
be taken at regional level to achieve regional targets including setting out good
practices for stakeholders and communities

. Awargness Ra|5|ng, .Engagemen.t & .Commun.lcatlons - Awareness ra|5|r1g, Regional Renewable
consciousness building, education/information — Creation of an effective way to Energy Strategy
H H H H H [t is an omective 1o support the devalopment
understand outputs that will assist the communication strategy of the Regional C% o il Mot Eviacss irabser seith

Renewable Energy Strategy for the Southern region. relevant stakehol ders.
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Regional Context Assesment: Data on current situation, indicators

Ireland's Climate Action Plan 2023 focuses on six vital high impact sectors to achieve the regional energy and climate target by
2030 in the South East region. These sectors include energy, transport, agriculture, built environment, industry, and waste.
Through various measures such as renewable energy promotion, sustainable agriculture practices, energy-efficient buildings,
and waste management improvements, the plan aims to reduce GHG emissions and promote sustainability in the region.

The Six Vital High Impact Sectors

Turning Making family Greening
transport farms more business and
around sustainable enterprise

Changing our

Powering Building ang
and use

renewables better

Support at least 500 MW of local
renewable e

projects and increased levels of new
micra. generation and small seae
generation.

Phase out and end the use of coal and
peat in electricity generation.

New, dynamie Green Electrieity Tarift
will be developed by 2025 to incentivise
people 1o use lower cost res
electricity at times of high wind and solac
“generation.
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Regional Energy and Climate
Targets to 2030

Below are the Regional targets taken from the 2021 National
Climate Action Plan. The South East Region represents 8.9%
of the national total population. South East Energy Agency
will support the region in achieving the targets set in the
National Climate Action Plan.




Largest potential in reaching renewable energy self-sufficiency

TOTAL RES

. Energy Use by Sectors in South East Region (2022)
LRl h Potential Renewable Energy

- / Industry
Commercial 7 24%

Services
11% Agiculture
2%
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28% . Transport
29%

M Industry M Transport M Residential " Commercial Services

Potential Renewable Energy Production (GWh)




Biggest challenges in reaching renewable energy self-sufficiency

' e [reland was the 10th most energy dependent EU Member State
Energy Secu rlty e Lack of development of indigenous sources of renewable energy

¢ Ireland fails to meet climate change targets by 2030 (EPA projection report, 2023)

Meeti ng C||mate Com mitment ¢ all sectors of the economy deliver emission reductions in the short term and sustain this

delivery into the future.

Energy Cost & their e Higher energy poverty for household and Cost competiveness for

o business
signiticance e Lack of energy competitiveness

) e Transport, heat, and electricity have historically accounted for
Sectoral issues approximately 40% of final energy use each, with the remaining 20%
accounted for by the electricity mode

Physical infrastru cture a nd e Though the cost of RES is falling the cost of connecting RES is increasing and
there is not enough grid capacity available.

employment opportunities * Lack of professional resources




Best Practice of knowledge and expertise to share

South East Energy Agency responsible for delivering

Public Sector Regional Renewable Energy Strategy (RSES) action,
particularly in the Local Authority areas of Carlow,

South East Energy Agency plays an important role in supporting local authorities in the Southeast Kilkenny, Wexford and Waterford. Together with the

in their efforts to transition to more sustainable and energy-efficient practices. The agency offers . .

a range of services and support to local authorities, including energy audits, renewable energy Southern Regional Assembly, that remit can extend

mﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ‘ﬂm mt;ﬁi"gfﬁ“ﬂﬁ;;ﬁ;egm across the Southern Region of Ireland, which also

for reducing their carbon footprint. In doing so. the agency supports local authorities in meeting
their climate targets, improving energy efficiency in public buildings, and promoting sustainable
practices within their communities.

includes the urban centres of Cork and Limerick.

The Climate Action Plan 2021 & Irelands Long Term

Public Sactor Energy Monagement Services Renovation Strategy sets out 2030 targets for the

Energy management is an all-encompassing process that should include every aspect of an p u bl|C sector Wh |Ch th e LO Ca l AU thO r|t| es must meet:
organisation from finance. human resources and public relations to maintenance, purchasing
and planning. S| 542 Energy End-Use Efficiency and Energy Services Requlations of 2009

requires that all public bodies fulfil an exemplary role with respect to energy management. 0 Reduce CO2 equivalent emissions from the sector by S1%
The 5 main steps of Energy management are:

Improve energy efficiency by SO%

Commit | Identify Plan Do Review

Minimum of S0% of its thermal demand is produced by
renewable sources

Energy oudits, No fossil fuel heating systems to be installed in local

Begpuice ot authority buildings from 2023 onwards
opportunities
(ROQ). Gop to
Ti 't
s o Upgrade all public buildings to BER B energy rating




PILOT ACTION

/0 Conducting an
assessment of the
current renewable
energy resources in the
South East region of
Ireland.

Developing policies and ,ﬁ
guidelines to streamline

RSES on the planning m
and approval process

for renewable energy
projects in the pilot
region. )

~

4 SUPPORT

e Providing ongoing support
and guidance to county
councils in the South East
region to ensure the

effective implementation of
the Regional Renewable

e Monitoring and
evaluating  the
progress and
impact of the
pilot activities




THANK YOU

&

©



iterirey [N co-funded by ,
Europe ok the European Union

EXPRESS

The project EXPRESS is implemented in the
framework of the Interreg Europe programme
and co-financed by the European Union.

www.interregeurope.eu




