


Sharing solutions for  better regional policy
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COUNTRIES
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First call:

• 134 applications submitted

• 780 organisations involved

• 1.4 MEUR average ERDF budget

Calls for project proposals

Second call:

• 15 March to 9 June 2023

• Launch event on 15 March (Stockholm, SE)



Provides continuous policy-learning opportunities

through access to:

Policy Learning Platform

#policylearning

Knowledge People Expert support



• Expert support services for free
Peer reviews

Matchmaking sessions

Policy help desk

Apply to benefit from expert support any time

Access to expert support



Keep up with Interreg Europe

• Join Interreg Europe's online community

https://www.interregeurope.eu/user/register

• Sign up to Interreg Europe newsletter

https://www.interregeurope.eu/#block-newsletterblock

https://www.interregeurope.eu/user/register
https://www.interregeurope.eu/


•URBACT IV: features, 
novelties, calls for 
networks



URBACT IV
➢ To promote Integrated Sustainable Urban Development 

through Cooperation

➢ Enhance the institutional capacity of public authorities, in 
particular those mandated to manage a specific territory, 
and of stakeholders (all strands)



URBACT IV builds on URBACT III legacy:

-Networks of cities

-Capacity-building activities 

-Communication & knowledge activities

13/10/2022



Novelties under URBACT IV

Expanded geographical coverage

• Cities from 5 EU pre-accession (IPA) 
countries: 

• Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
North Macedonia, Serbia



Novelties under URBACT IV

• Coordination with the European Urban Initiative 

• A new network:

• Innovation transfer mechanism
cities to adapt the experience of a successful Urban Innovative Actions’ project and develop 
an investment plan to implement it.



Other types of networks under URBACT IV

• Action-planning networks

• cities to co-produce Integrated Action Plans

•
Next call 9 January- 31 March 2023

• Partner search tool already available:

• urbact.eu/partnersearchtool

• Transfer networks
cities to transfer & adapt an existing good practice           from
another city

•
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Three perspectives underpin our future activities:

Strengthening institutions and 

building institutional capacity.

Interreg visibility – communication 

and capitalisation

Supporting individuals who 

work in a cooperation context. 

Intervention approaches continue, new ideas under development

HIT

Jems

Index

Online courses and trainings

Online and in person events

Tools and publications

Interreg.eu

keep.eu

Interreg Slam, EC Day and more!



Thiemo Eser (ESPON MA) and Wiktor Szydarowski (ESPON EGTC)
#EURegionsWeek

// Presenting ESPON 2030



The ESPON 2030 Programme

2110/24/2022



What is the mission of ESPON in 2021-2027?

22

• In the 2021-2027 period, ESPON’s mission is to provide territorial evidence to support stakeholders at 
all levels in achieving green transition to climate-neutral economies, while ensuring at the same time 
just living conditions for all people in all places.

• ESPON aims to reinforce the quality and effectiveness of policies at all levels – EU, macroregional, 
cross-border and national (regional/local) - in the member countries and partner states of the ESPON 
2030 Programme.

• To accomplish that, ESPON will produce new territorial evidence and transfer the resulting knowledge 
to stakeholders at all levels.

• To make the knowledge ‘actionable’, ESPON needs to ensure that stakeholders understand the 
territorial evidence and can use it in their policy processes.



Thematic Action Plans as ESPON priorities

23

To be launched in autumn 2022 Indicative list of the potential TAPs 

Climate 
neutral

territories

Governance 
of new 

geographies

Places 
resilient 
to crises

Perspective 
for all people 

and places

Living, working 
and travelling 
across borders

Smart 
connectivity

European 
territories in 

global interactions

Adapting to the 
impacts of climate 

change



Activities planned in Thematic Action Plans

24

Knowledge

Territorial 
Analysis

Policy analysis.

Workshops

Policy 
prototyping.

Knowledge

Evidence

Evidence

Related to the production of territorial 
evidence:

• European research projects, 

• targeted analyses, 

• territorial studies, 

• new datasets and indicators

Related to the knowledge development 
(transferring territorial evidence to 
stakeholders):

• policy events,

• networking events,

• training or learning events,

• translations,

• publications



Participation opportunities
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• Information pack for stakeholders soon available

• Description of the launched Thematic Action Plans soon available on www.espon.eu

• Collection of policy support proposals that ESPON would be fit to meet - to be opened in November 
2022

• This includes call for expression of interest in targeted analyses

• Possible to include case studies in the first European research activities

• New Thematic Action Plans in consideration!

http://www.espon.eu/


// Thank you
stay connected: www.espon.eu



Principles to be mainstreamed

Green Gender Digital



Focus on green principles

Green

First ever carbon-neutral URBACT City Festival, June 2022

Green strategy for URBACT activities and beneficiaries under
development

Almost 100% paperless
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Environmental changes

Social diversities

Economic transition

Technological transformation

Multi-level governance

Territorial vulnerability to different types of crises 

Concept of territorial resilience​ and its integration in 
policy processes

Governance and capacity building to increase resilience of 
territories (anticipation, mitigation measures, etc.)

The added value of culture for territorial resilience

Cyber resilience practice for municipalities to safeguard 
local democratic processes/guarantee availability of 
(crucial) public services

​Disaster resilience, crisis management​​

Places resilient to crises

Potential research areas and topics

Territorial challenges by ESPON


