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The United Nations Commission on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

states that access to safe water intended for human consumption is a

human right; water is also a commodity. The right to access water is
necessary to lead a healthy life with dignity. It is also important for

guaranteeing other human rights.



Water quality and sufficiency are key issues for the Region of
Crete due to many reasons such as:

• the variation of annual rainfall levels affected by climate 
change, 

• overexploitation of groundwater, due to irrigation and 
the well-established tourism industry, 

• high levels of water losses in the outdated water supply 
network, etc.



Crete Island has 1,559 Hotels with 85,407 rooms and 
161,578 beds. 

94 of these Hotels belong to 5*classification 

and 238 of them to 4*

Nights spent in hotels and similar establishments in Heraklion
reached 8.5 mn in 2016

Hotels in 

Crete

STARS TOT

AL
1* 2* 3* 4* 5*

CHANIA 54 293 120 55 22 544
HERAKLION 97 162 101 98 31 489
RETHYMNO 23 130 102 48 16 319

LASITHI 32 77 36 37 25 207
ΣΥΝΟΛΟ 206 662 359 238 94 1559

Table 1: Hotel capacity by Region in Crete, 2016

Water is used for showers, toilets, the kitchens, laundry, swimming pools, cooling, and irrigation. The 

average water consumption rates for hotels and resorts account for 84-2,000 liters per tourists per 
day, and as much as 3,423 liters per bedroom per day



Innovation is mainly based on projects supported by 
academic and research institutes in Crete. 

But the industrial sector also needs to support
innovation in water technology. Most of the business
sector consists of small and medium-sized enterprises
which need to develop synergies with the research area
and invest in innovation.



The Region of Crete has included the following actions 
according to the iWATERMAP Action Plan

Development of synergies between the public/private sector and academic 
institutes, such as:
1. Management of irrigation networks: Monitoring of irrigation water supply.  
Region of Crete, Local Land Improvement Organizations (non-profit legal 
entities under private law responsible for the management of irrigation 
water), Foundation for Research and Technology - Hellas (FORTH), Institute of 
Informatics (ICS), Signal Processing Laboratory (SPL)

Critical Mass Development



In full operation innovative 
irrigation system of crops 

in Crete.
For the first time, online 
information of producers 
about the needs of the 

cultivation in water

The project "Integrated decision-making 
system for irrigation crops at the level of 

Crete using innovative technologies –
DE. F.I.C.I.T.»



2. Short Workshop for executives of Municipal Water Supply and Sewerage 
Companies, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Heraklion, Municipal 
Water Supply and Sewerage Companies, Region of Crete - Vocational Training 
Center of Rethymno

Critical Mass Development

The Region of Crete has included the following actions 
according to the iWATERMAP Action Plan



Seminar of the VTC Technical Schools 
Chamber (EBEI) 

for water-wastewater-waste treatment 
technicians



Lifelong learning actions such as:
1. Adults and the Lifelong Learning Programme "Water: Safety, Quality and 
Hygiene" 
Target groups: 
(a) University graduates in relevant fields and 
(b) Adults of professional specialties related to water resources management 
(water supply network technicians, maintainers, etc.)
Center for Training and Lifelong Learning (KEDIVIM) of the University of Crete 
(Medical School)

Human Capital

The Region of Crete has included the following actions 
according to the iWATERMAP Action Plan



Lifelong learning actions such as:
2. Seminar "Environmental protection, water and wastewater management issues" Target 
group: Employees in water-wastewater management systems (in hotels, factories, facilities of 
bodies of the wider public sector (DEYA-OTA) but also all those who are interested in 
experience, specialization and certification in the management of water-wastewater systems.
3) Seminar "Basic knowledge of safety and water quality of water supply networks", 
addressed to employees, owners or managers of hotel units – rented apartments, hospitals, 
DEYA, etc.

Human Capital

The Region of Crete has included the following actions according to 
the iWATERMAP Action Plan



4. Educating students on water safety 
plans
Regional Directorate of Primary & 
Secondary Education of Crete/ Regional 
Centre for Educational Planning of Crete 
(PEKES)/ Region of Crete

Human Capital

The Region of Crete has included the following actions 
according to the iWATERMAP Action Plan



The Region of Crete has included the following 
actions according to the iWATERMAP Action Plan





Among other things, it was stressed that 
"climate change and climate variability are 
projected to have a significant impact on 
agricultural production in the coming years, 
both in terms of crop yield and the locations 
where different crops can be grown. Areas such 
as Crete are among those that are expected to 
be most affected, with an overall negative 
impact on agriculture", a fact that, as it was 
pointed out, "must mobilize the competent 
bodies and take the best initiatives promptly".

A workshop in the framework of the European program "SIGMA Nexus – Sustainable 
Innovation and Governance in the Mediterranean region for the Network of Water, 
Ecosystem, Food and Energy Relations", was organized on Monday 29/6/2022, by the 
Organization for the Development of Crete, in Apokoronas, Chania. 



Thank you very much 

apapadakis@crete.gov.gr


