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Challenges and solution for Latvia water 
innovation ecosystem at the 2018

AcademiaGovernment 
& Municipalities

Industry

Sporadic and non-
systematic co-operation 

between sectors

Missing ”hotspots” 
for long term co-

operation

Low number of 
people involved in 

sector

Mapping ecosystem 
Connecting stakeholders

Education of teachers& professionals
Rising awareness and game changers
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Mapping Latvian water inovation  ecosystem

Riga Technical University

- Expertise covers urban water cycle 
but not sufficient synergy

- Teachers capacity of professional 
educations need to be improved

- Not sufficient awareness about water 
innovation potential 

- More link with industry needed
- Potential for internalisation of 

higher education 
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§ Strengthened positions of water in the largest association of 
employers' organizations (LDDK) in developing requirement for 
education in professional schools and universities

§ Water association and cleantech clusters is becoming the main 
driver for cooperating with industry

§ Secondary schools are involved in rising interest about water 
sectors for kids

§ The ministries, especially Educational and Science, support with 
legal framework

§ Universities are working closely with cluster organisation

Connecting stakeholders
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Small-scale cooperation project DVEE with Estonia
(profession standards, co-operation 

development of vocational education)

Improving the high quality professional engineer education 
programmes that are related to industry needs and is needed as a basis 

for any innovation in sector 

Teacher training project
(8 teachers in vocational 

education trained)
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Co-operation between 
stakeholders in 

development of vocational 
education programmes

Pilot Platform of Vocational 
Excellence Water (Pilot 

PoVE Water 1.0 and PoVE
Scale-up 2.0))

ESF project “improvement of
professional competence of
employed persons” (started
education of 16 WWTP operators)
and involving in research (WBE)
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Taping into UNIVERSITY INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM 

Investments in start -up 
ecosystem since 2017

Start-up - support

Infrastructure

Received finance 
for 
commercialization 
of research 
results

Commercialization
support

Departments that coordinate and 
support the valorization process 
at RTU:
• Innovation and Technology 

Transfer Centre;
• Science and Innovation 

Centre.

Departments

Investments in more 
than 8 programs of 
Student innovation 
grants

Entrepreneurship 
competencies 
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3.2 
MEUR

1 
MEUR

2

2

Open type prototyping 
workshop in Rīga and Cēsis

7 License agreements
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Student  start-up: 
professors engaged and 
EIT suport

Main avenues for start-up growth from university

Research and 
prototyping for 
startups out 

Working with incubators 
and accelerators,
IP managment
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Academia

Riga

Liepaja

Piloting 

RTU Licensed technologies
into start-up 
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PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT

2.4 % of RTU research publications contribute to SDG 6 
(2019-2022)

EFFICIENT AND AFFORDABLE WATER 
PURIFICATION TECHNOLOGY FOR 

THE PREVENTION OF 
MICROBIOLOGICAL POLLUTION

GUIDELINES FOR ENSURING 
CONSTANTLY GOOD WATER 

QUALITY

Through RTU Green Campus we organize informative and 
educational activities on the importance of water sanitation 
and conservation

Rising awareness about 
water within the 
framework of UN SDG
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Platform for connection in 
Europe university networks
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Future steps in development 
of water sector

Riga Technical University

Merging the interests 
and activities of 

stakeholders

Formalization of the co-
operation (Memorandum)

Increase the overall knowledge and 
awareness in environmental protection and 

water sector – attract more people

INNOVATION!
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Thank you


