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Food Business Challenge, Soila Huhtaluhta, SeAMK

• 6th year (2017-2022)

• Started as a part of ERDF cooperation project – continued in SeAMK, 
supported with local partner organisations

FOOD BUSINESS CHALLENGE



FOOD BUSINESS CHALLENGE

FOOD BUSINESS CHALLENGE competition seeks new business ideas and 

innovations in the agri-food sector from field to fork. 

There are two competition categories: an idea category seeking extravagance and 

bold change, and a startup category with an emphasis on business opportunities 

and feasibility. 

The competition has money prizes for the finalists. In addition, the winner of the 

startup category gets expert services for testing and developing the idea. 
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Idea of the competition

• The objective of Food Business Challenge –competition is to boost innovations and new business 
for the food sector. 

• The competition concerns the whole agri-food sector “from field to fork”. 

• Ideas can be new business concepts, products or services.

• The competition is aimed for students in Finnish Universities and Universities of Applied Sciences, 
in bachelor, master’s and postgraduate degree studies; and for students in Finnish colleges and 
vocational schools. 

• Participation is possible individually or in teams. 

• Participation language Finnish or English. 

• Theme of the competition is sustainable food solutions. 

4



Competition entry

Written description should include information about: 

• Uniqueness and added value of the idea 

• Market opportunities or demand

• Target group, customers

• The business idea: service or product 

• Business, risks

• Know-how and external help needed to put the idea into practice. 

• Some plans on how to put the idea to practice / draft execution plan 

• Sustainability, how are the principles of sustainable development considered 
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Evaluation criteria

Competition entries will be evaluated in the scale of 1-5, in the following criteria: 

1. Added value / innovativeness / novelty value 

2. Sustainable food solutions

3. Customer orientation

4. Feasibility

In the idea category, score of the innovation section is multiplied by two. 

In the startup category, score of the feasibility section is multiplied by two. 
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Food Business Challenge course

• Registering to the competition is through Food 

Business Challenge course of Seinäjoki University 

of Applied Sciences in CampusOnline / Open 

University of Applied Sciences / Free elective 

studies of SeAMK. 

• The course gives tools and ideas to develop the 

business idea. 
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The final event 24.3.2022

• 3 finalists from both categories

• 15+5 minutes for each finalist

• Feedback + announcing winners

• Media invited

• Pictures from finals of 2018 and 2021 (online)
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Thank you!
Questions?
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