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About the FOUNDATION Project

FOUNDATION is an Interreg Europe funded SME Competitiveness project that brings 

together nine partners in a consortium led by Cork Institute of Technology. The 

project is focused on supporting regions pre and post shocks and closures of anchor 

tenants in their industrial ecosystems. The impacts of a closure of course go beyond 

direct employees and ripple, wave like throughout the regional services sector and 

economy. Management of such anticipated structural change requires proactive 

renewal of business approaches and policy supports.

In the wake of COVID-19 the FOUNDATION partnership wishes to share information, 

training opportunities and good practices with external stakeholders to support them 

in accessing information to plan for the future. Whilst our medical professionals 

fight this pandemic on the front line, collaborative sharing by regional stakeholders 

can support resilience of all regions across Europe and further afield in enabling 

them to adapt to what is unprecedented change.



Special Events

Carpathian Startup Fest

Opportunity to promote your ideas, a chance 

to gain the interest of contractors, doors to 

domestic and even foreign markets... In its 

first edition, Carpathian Startup Fest promoted 

innovation. Due to its success, Rzeszów 

Regional Development Agency has announced 

the organization of the second one. Read more

Emilia-Romagna at Expo 2020 Dubai

The Emilia-Romagna region will be present 

for the six-month duration of the Universal 

Expo with numerous activities and events 

(institutional, cultural, and scientific) that take 

place at the Expo site both inside and outside 

the Italian Pavilion. Read more

Smart Tech Initiatives

Concept of Smart Nursing Home

The Smart Campus software (SW) team has 

been working intensively on a Smart Nursing 

Home Proof of Concept (PoC) since early 

summer 2021. Two groups of users are 

considered for the initial PoC: caretakers and 

residents. Read more

Smart teaching factory for businesses

The smart teaching factory as training system 

simulates a highly automated smart factory, 

including Industry4.0 technologies, advanced 

manufacturing concepts, and the reality of the 

connected enterprise. The device was installed 

at PBN/am-LAB in December '21. Read more

Want to know more? Click here



Fostering Digitalisation

Best-of Digital Transformation

The Digitalisation flagship initiative started 

back in 2017 to make Upper Austria and its 

companies fit for digital transformation. On 

the conclusion, a best-of brochure with 

thirteen implemented projects was published 

to show how diverse digital transformation is. 

Read more

Activa Industria 4.0 event offered support 

for digital transformation

Around 40 industrial companies attended the 

virtual conference organized by Instituto de 

Fomento (INFO) to publicise the subsidy 

program of the General Secretariat for 

Industry and SMEs. Grants can reach 9,790 € 

per company. Read more

Boosting Business Growth

Startup Huddle Program

If you are an entrepreneur or an already 

established business in Oldham, you can find 

solutions to the challenges you may face 

through purposeful engagement with a broad 

array of voices from your local community.  

You can also give back by sharing your 

advice, knowledge and expertise with future 

entrepreneurs and businesses. Read more

New modern innovation park in Kaunas

Kaunas will become a regional R&D 

outsourcing centre, fuelling the growth of 

Industry4.0 in the region. Once an aviation 

testing field, a 30ha area is being converted 

into industrial innovation valley - aiming to 

create 1,000 high-skilled jobs. Read more



Economy ends year on strong platform

Ireland ends 2021 on a strong platform for growth according to EY Ireland’s Economic Eye. The 

report reveals a remarkable labour market performance and strong tax receipts which reflect the 

swift policy response and resilient business base. Read more

Project Partners

Want to know more news? Click here
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