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If to describe the first half of the year in one word, this word would most likely be
“report”! In the past month we shared the results of two years of research and
analysis on the future of the EU Urban Policy through two reports: the Joint Report
“For a better and sustainable quality of life in European cities” and the Opinion
Report "To improve the participation of small, medium and peripheral cities in the
definition of the European Urban Policy". And that is not all! The EURE project
partners have prepared for you reports detailing the state of play of urban
environmental policy instruments on their respective territories. These will be
gradually available on the EURE website. 
 
Publishing reports was not our only activity, we met altogether twice (still online
unfortunately). In April, the Lubelskie region invited us to explore the future of EU
urban policy and the ITI instrument implementation in Poland, a topic of high interest
due to the current update of the national Urban Policy with a horizon to 2030. Two
months later, we virtually traveled to Pilsen and got to know how ITI is used as an
instrument of sustainable urban development in Czech Republic. Before letting you
enjoy a well-deserved summer break, do not forget that you can read about the latest
EURE update and local activities in your language thanks to the regional summaries.

If you were forwarded this newsletter, please subscribe here and receive the next
one directly to your mailbox!

IN EURE'S FOOTSTEPS
Follow the main news of the project

Read our 15 recommendations for the future of the EU Urban
Policy
“For a better and sustainable quality of life in European cities”, the EURE Joint Report,
provides an overview of the reasons why the EU is, and should continue intervening in
urban areas as well as how urban areas actors perceive the EU intervention. It concludes
on a set of recommendations to the European Commission to be considered in the
implementation of the next Regulations concerning EU funding in the framework the
structural funds programming period of 2021-27. Discover these recommendations,
separated into four areas: How future EU Urban Policy should look like; Recommendations
for each one of the urban policy thematic; Financing; Governance.

Read more

Improving the participation of small cities in the definition and
more effective implementation of EU Urban Policy
As we are now in the preparation of the programming period 2021-2027 of European
funding, it is important to draw policy makers and governments’ attention on the role of
small, medium and peripheral cities in the EU Urban Policy. Read our 10 recommendations
to increase their presence in the definition of the European Urban Policy and their
participation in funds allocated by the future equivalent Article 7 of the ERDF Regulation.

Read more

The future of urban policy
under discussion in Lublin
On which areas should the future EU
urban policy focus? Lubelskie region
invited its fellow EURE partners to answer
this question during a one-day thematic
seminar. Participants also learnt more
about the Polish context and the ITI
instrument implementation in the country,
a topic of high interest due to the current
update of the national Urban Policy with a
horizon to 2030.

Read more

ITI as an instrument of
sustainable urban
development
The fifth thematic seminar of the EURE
project took partners to Pilsen where they
explored ITI as an instrument of
sustainable urban development in Czech
Republic in general and in particular in
Pilsen and its region. Two case studies –
on water in cities and the run-off
conditions concept – and three good
practices – on a retention tank, park, and
tram depot – punctuated the seminar.

Read more

BEHIND EURE
What's happening at local level

Focus on Spain and Portugal’s
urban development
An analysis of Portugal and Spain’s main
tools for urban development shows that a
need to reduce regional differences,
increasing cohesion and balance between
territories, improving competitiveness and
production systems linked to their intrinsic
characteristics should be addressed by
the next generation of urban development
programmes of both countries.

Read more

How to develop sustainable
urban functional areas taking
into consideration climate
change issues
Considered as a “stagnant region” in
Poland, Lubelskie adopted in 2018 a
strategic document focusing on urban
development and implemented a system
for supporting cities in the region based on
Integrated Territorial Investments. 17 ITI
instrument will again be used in the
financial perspective 2021-2027 and
should become the main instrument for
creating sustainable development of urban
functional areas with particular attention to
climate change issues.

Read more

Empoli acts against urban decay and its socio-economic
problems
Abandoned buildings in its centre, youth unemployment on the rise, ageing population, and
growing immigration... Empoli is facing several challenges regarding urban development.
Nonetheless, the city, as an attractor of labor force, concentration of economic activities
and services, has been an important asset for the Tuscany region in promoting innovative
forms of economic and territorial planning such as the “Circondario dell’Empolese
Valdelsa”. To redevelop its old centre, Empoli also participated in the Regional Policy
Instrument financed by the ERDF ROP of the Region of Tuscany for the programming
period 2014-20: “Urban Innovation Projects”.

Read more

AROUND EURE
Keep an eye on what is going on in the nine territories and further

Pontevedra reflects on its
Urban Development Strategy
For more than 10 years, Pontevedra has
been developing its Sustainable and
Integrated Urban Development Strategy
(EDUSI). The results of the strategy
helped the medium-sized Portuguese city
to demonstrate that innovations are not to
be associated only with the biggest cities.
It is time now to adapt the model to the
current requirements in order to continue
improving the quality of urban life for its
citizens.

Read more

Alba Iulia commits to going
above and beyond for the
environment
Alba Iulia officially joined the European
Commission’s Green City Accord last
June. It is now part of the 50 European
cities that are willing to adopt even more
ambitious environmental protection
targets, going above and beyond the
minimum requirements set by EU laws, to
be achieved by 2030.

Read more

"Cities and Pandemics:
Towards a more just, green
and healthy future"
In a new report UN-Habitat explores the
spatial dimensions of the pandemic and
identifies the changes needed in urban
areas to mitigate the spread of future
pandemics, reducing their economic,
social and environmental impact, while
making cities more prosperous, greener
and fairer. It also shares
recommendations to be applied at
regional level and enable the acquisition
and change of governance strategies to
respond better and faster to crises such
as pandemics or climate change and even
to problems of social disparity.

Read more

Discover pioneer urban
planning tools for adaptation
to climate change
The city of Lugo is sharing the innovative
urban planning strategy that have been
developed in the framework of the LIFE+
BiodYnamic project to achieve an effective
adaptation to climate change at the
neighborhood or residential neighborhood
scale. The quality of life of residents will
be improved through the creation of a
space for coexistence and food
production, which in turn will have positive
effects at an ecological level, an
improvement in the urban spatial structure
and awareness of future generations in
green practices.

Read more

EURE NEVER STOPS...

For two years the EURE partners have been focusing on working together to
understand the situation when it comes to EU urban policy and draw the outline of
the future they wish for. It is now time to share the findings of, in particular, the
Opinion Report with EU and national institutions. The positive feedback already
received from the Urban Policy Unit of the European Commission is a strong
motivation to continue in this direction and involve all relevant European institutions
in the EURE actions.

Partners will also shift their attention a little bit more to the local level and start
drafting their Action Plans, laying down the changes they are expected to bring to
their policy instruments. This work arrives in a crucial moment as it coincides with the
drafting process of national plans and programmes to use “urban funds (art 7
ERDF)”.

And finally, we all hope that on-site exchange visits and meetings in person will be
possible! To prepare the Action Plans but also to communicate on the EURE main
findings, direct exchange with the local stakeholders is key.
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