
COVID-19 SPECIAL NEWSLETTER 10 - 24/09/2020

About the FOUNDATION Project

FOUNDATION is an Interreg Europe funded SME Competitiveness project that brings 

together nine partners in a consortium led by Cork Institute of Technology. The 

project is focused on supporting regions pre and post shocks and closures of anchor 

tenants in their industrial ecosystems. The impacts of a closure of course go beyond 

direct employees and ripple, wave like throughout the regional services sector and 

economy. Management of such anticipated structural change requires proactive 

renewal of business approaches and policy supports.

In the wake of COVID-19 the FOUNDATION partnership wishes to share information, 

training opportunities and good practices with external stakeholders to support them 

in accessing information to plan for the future. Whilst our medical professionals 

fight this pandemic on the front line, collaborative sharing by regional stakeholders 

can support resilience of all regions across Europe and further afield in enabling 

them to adapt to what is unprecedented change.



Resilience Training

Firm responses in COVID19 webinar 

Are you interested in learning how individual 

firms can increase its resilience amid COVID-

19 pandemic? Join our free Workshop on the 

6th October @11:00 CET and get answers 

from experts across Europe. 'Read more'

Google helps Lithuania to go digital

COVID-19 increased the demand for digital 

services and for digital skills. 10,000 

Lithuanians will receive training in using 

electronic communication technologies as part 

of a joint initiative between Google and the 

Ministry of Economy. 'Read more'

National Support programmes after COVID19

BoostUp!

EIT Manufacturing announces BoostUp! 2020 

also in Hungary. The call is on the challenge 

for EU ventures and entrepreneurs to find and 

National Reconstruction Plan

Next Generation EU package will be a new 

tool called The Recovery and Resilience 

Facility (RRF). Poland will have at its disposal 

Want to know more? Click here



scale up the best solutions for a sustainable, 

resilient manufacturing, with a positive 

societal impact. 'Read more'

approximately EUR 23 billion for subsidies 

and approximately EUR 34.2 billion for loans. 

'Read more'

Industry and SME resilience responses

Support for mobility industry&suppliers

The COVID-19 crisis placed the automotive 

industry in a difficult situation: production 

lines stood still, sales markets collapsed etc. 

For the support of the automotive industry the 

automotive cluster launched several initiatives.

'Read more'

Big financing for VTS company

The spin-off VST of the University of Modena 

and Reggio Emilia obtained a loan of 150,000 

euros from the Region for the project 

"Research projects and industrial innovation 

for solutions to combat the spread of COVID-

19". 'Read more'

Partners responses to strengthen resilience

Cork City awarded purple flag

Cork City has been awarded the international 

accreditation Purple Flag for excellence in 

night-time economy. This reflects the city's 

vibrancy and Cork's enthusiasm to rebuild the 

cultural and hospitality sector as we adapt to 

COVID-19. 'Read more'

Economic life and county are recovering

Recovering has slowly started. To fasten it 

county organisations and regional actors are 

jointly developing recovering plan focusing on 

export, internalization, digitalization, 

employment and labour market functionality 

and green economy. 'Read more'



Innovative Municipal Services

Emilia-Romagna Region carried out a survey 

to monitor innovative practices on the use of 

information technologies, including 

procedures, services and  activities, 

implemented by Municipalities during 

emergency period. 'Read more'

Online Course for Open Innovation

Applications are now open for the new online 

course organized by ART-ER to support 

companies in the Emilia-Romagna Region in 

defining their Open Innovation needs in terms 

of internal processes and enhancement of 

talent. 'Read more'

Project Partners

Want to know more news? Click here
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