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SMART-HY-AWARE aims to promote hydrogen-electric mobility by tackling the 

main infrastructural, technological (range anxiety related) and market uptake 

barriers, through the improvement of Policy Instruments linked to Structural 

Funds in Europe, addressing the transition to a low carbon economy. Specific 

sub-objectives of the project are:  

 Exploiting the potential of hydrogen technologies for electro-

mobility, involving the whole supply chain; 

 Improving regional and local strategies which focus on the real needs 

for implementation, such as promoting the integration of new 

models of fuel cells;  

 Increasing the efficiency of green propulsion in transport;  

 Improving renewable energy grids to cut down electrolysis costs, and 

IT management applications to enable advanced planning of short-

to-mid-term power productions, thus fostering the use of hydrogen 

power within distributed networks;  

 Increasing the deployment and the accessibility to refuelling 

infrastructure for both public and private sector in urban and rural 

areas; 

 Supporting the deployment of alternative fuel vehicles in public 

transport by setting up regional financial support schemes;  

 Promoting and assessing new measures favouring public-private 

partnership (PPP) in e-mobility sector; 

 Enhancing the capability of public Authorities in developing effective 

policies for reducing the carbon footprint of transport activities. 
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KICK-OFF MEETING 
 

The first meeting of Smart Hy Aware consortium took place in Zaragoza (Spain) on the 25th September 2019. It 

was a welcome opportunity for the partners to get to know each other, and to pave the way for what the 

consortium as a whole and each partner inside their region want to achieve in the comming years, by the project 

activities and the exchange of experiences process. 

The meeting started with a presentation of the partners and their organizations, a welcome occasion to widen 

the knowledge of each region. Each partner highlighted their expectations from the project and the main 

contributions they could do. There are partners who have more experience regarding hydrogen technologies 

tan others, which are in early stages. That is why it is strongly believed that the exchange of experience will be 

very fruitful. 

After that, the work and communication methodology and some guidelines regarding the project and financial 

managment were explained. Among the issues that emerged, there was the key point of analysing the current 

situation on each region regarding hydrogen technologies development and its application in sustainable 

mobility. During the first and second semesters, a deep analysis will be carried out by each partner. As a result, 

all reports will be shared, in order to look for synergies between partners and facilitate the learning process. 

Finally, the first steering committee also took place. 

 

IRSV1 – ARAGON HYDROGEN FOUNDATION 

 
The first IRSV took place on the 26th September, also in Aragon. In the morning, the partners had the 

opportunity to visit the premises of the Aragon Hydrogen Foundation (FHa - Huesca), where the IRW1 was also 

organized. During the workshop, FHa staff explained to the consortium their experience in other projects 

related to hydrogen technologies applied in mobility.  
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After that, they showed the consortium their facilities, which cover all areas related to hydrogen technologies, 

from the production of hydrogen by means of water electrolysis, to the dispensing of hydrogen to both vehicles 

and buses with fuel cells (with the recently incorporated hydrogenera), through storage at low and high 

pressure and by compression. They generate green hydrogen from their renewable sources for consumption in 

stationary or mobile applications. 

 

IRSV1 – CALVERA GROUP 

 
In the afternoon, the IRSV1 was completed by visiting Calvera Group´s (Épila, Zaragoza). Their facilities 

integrates all processes for the manufacture of transport and storage equipment of high-pressure compressed 

gas, such as hydrogen. The partners had the opportunity to learn from experienced people some important 

processes which need to be implemented in order to achieve a sustainable mobility system powered by 

hydrogen. 
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REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS 

 
ARAGON 

 
On November 22th the first Regional Stakeholder Workshop took place in Zaragoza. 21 stakeholders 

representing a number of public and private institutions (foundations, clusters, banks, companies…) from the 

region attended to the meeting. 

The lead partner of Smart Hy Aware gave a brief presentation of Interreg Europe Programme, and also of the 

project and its objectives, focusing on the policy instrument that concerns the region. The lead partner 

highlighted the importance of counting on the stakeholders during all the stages of development of the project, 

due to the fact that they are going to be one of the main beneficiaries of the improvement of the policy. That 

is why they play a key role providing their expertise on the field. 

After that introduction, the Aragon Hydrogen Foundation gave their point of view as a relevant actor. They 

insisted on the global pollution problem and the need of taking measures to minimise its impact. They also gave 

a presentation of the Hydrogen Valleys European Platform, which has been recently created, and the work they 

are carrying out to develop hydrogen technologies and put them into the market.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During  the second part of the meeting, stakeholders were asked whether they think they could contribute to 

the Smart Hy Aware project. These were some of the most agreed comments: 

 Need of giving diffusion of the existing technologies among both the industrial actors and the general 

population, to create public awareness. 

 Need of collaborating among all the relevant stakeholders (public and private) in the action plan 

development. 
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 Estabish synergies with other projects working on sustainable urban mobility. 

 Be aware of all the process of hydrogen technologies development, since its cost-efficient production 

until the estimulation of industry demand. 

 Need of reducing costs and to adapt and create the adequate infraestructure. 

 Taking into account the nature of our region, with a lot of rural areas. Possibility of creating qualificated 

job possitions in those regions. 

 The possibilities of hydrogen technologies in mobility and also in other applications such as energy 

storage have already been demonstrated. There are large companies investing on them. 

 Avanza Group, as a public transport company currently operating in the region, stated the importance 

of working towards a low-emissions technology. They have already acquired EVs and offers themselves 

as a test bed. They highlighted the importance of the autonomy and reliability of their vehicules. 

 

MUNICIPALITY OF DELPHI 

 

On January 20th the first Regional Stakeholder Workshop was celebrated in the city of Ámfisa (Greece). It was 

such a productive meeting, with 58 stakeholders, including representatives of the regional Government of 

Sterea Ellada, Research Institutes (Hellenic Institute of Transport), local Chamber of Commerce, regional 

Technical Chamber of Greece, municipal water and sewage 

company, regional coach transport company and other 

representatives of local automotive and trucker societies. 

After welcoming the participants, the Mayor of Delphi talked 

about the Kickoff meeting and the study visits to the premises 

of the Aragon Hydrogen Foundation in Huesca (Aragon) and 

the company specialized in hydrogen storage and 

transportation Calvera (Épila, Aragon). 

After giving his impressions about those visits, the concrete 

objectives and the expected results of the Smart Hy Aware 

project were presented, focusing on the potential benefits it 

will bring to Delphi and its region. The intention of carrying out 

a deep analysis of the region for creating a circular hydrogen-

based small scale economy was also explained. 
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Then, members of the Hellenic Institute of Transport gave a presentation about hydrogen uses in mobility and 

its benefits to the local environment and economy, which was followed by a final discussion among all the 

stakeholders. 

The aim is that these stakeholders will remain in frequent update through the project’s dissemination 

mechanisms and results, in order to demonstrate that hydrogen-based electromobility should be part of the 

future regional development targets. 

 
ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL 

 

On January 27th the first Regional Stakeholder Workshop took place in Aberdeen City Council (ACC) premises. 

8 stakeholders attended the meeting, representing different areas which should be influenced by Smart Hy-

Aware (Environmental Health, Air Quality, Fleet Management, Transport…), and also Invest Aberdeen. 

After a presentation of Smart Hy Aware objectives and timescales, highlighting the key benefits of hydrogen, 

the attendees discussed what Aberdeen City Council wanted to achieve in the future. Several points were 

discussed: 

1. Attendees were asked whether ACC should pursue hydrogen as an alternative fuel. The main 

conclussions of this debate were the following: the climate change is a reality so, to fight against it, the 

whole society commitment is needed; There are specific objectives in the region pointed to pursuing a 

zerp-emissions rate, so the decarbonization of buildings and fleet is a priority for the region; a lot of 

work has already been done related with H2 technologies development; it will create new opportunities 

to support public and private companies to invest in new technologies and, it will certainly boost 

Aberdeen as a “place of excellence” to live, with the consequent people-atraction. 

 

2. After that, there was some discussion concerning the current Hydrogen Strategy. Firstly, attendees 

were asked to evaluate its seven objectives and to prioritise them. The most important objective, 

according to their opinion, was the widespread thoughout the region of renewable hydrogen (Green 

Hydrogen). 

Secondly, they were invited to point out some additional objectives they think that should be also 

considered on the strategy. Some contributions on this point were: technological enablers, 

decarbonising the harbour as an important node of the region with other countries, and engaging with 

other local authorities to build a wider H2 fuelling network.  
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Finally, attendees where asked to think about possible actions that could be carried out in order to 

achieve this objectives: Replace the public vehicules fleet with H2 and EVs, and include publicity on 

them to increase public awareness; work closely with Transport Scotland; identify relevant funding 

opportunities; create an H2 Hub to collaborate and establish synergies among relevant stakeholders; 

create links between public and private sector; support from the Scotish Government to use renewable 

H2 as part of the ambitions to net-zero; explore the possibility of hydrogen as an energy storage; to 

carry on demonstrations in the region with cases of success; there is still work to do on the development 

of local supply chain and promoting H2 opportunities to descarbonise. 

 

3. During the last part of the meeting, there was some debate regarding the associated risks and 

challenges that the possible use of hydrogen as an energy source has to deal with: need to reduce its 

costs; need of UE and Scotish Government funding to provide the region with the necessary 

infraestructure; developing new policies which facilitate its implementation; need to fight against the 

lack of information that the population currently have about hydrogen possibilities, environmental 

benefits and other advantages, so that public acceptance would increase. 

 
PANNON BUSINESS NETWORK 

 

From our hungarian partner Pannon Business Network, they organized the 1st  Regional Stakeholder Workshop 

(RSW) in the Smart-Hy-Aware project on 29th January, with 11 attendees. Among them, there were 

representatives from the regional Authority, the Municipality of Szombathely and Sárvár (local municipalities 

in the region) as well as from one of the largest enterprises of the region dealing with hydrogen (Linde Gáz 

Magyarország Zrt). Apart from them, two further representatives joined the meeting via telephone call from 

Budapest. One of them was the representative of Hungarian Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association, and the other 

was one member from the Hungarian Managing Authority (Ministry of Finance). 

In the beginning of the meeting, the Managing Director of PBN held a short presentation about the topic and 

objectives of the Smart-HY-Aware project. After that, the PBN staff and the stakeholders discussed those 

objectives, and the potential benefits that they could bring to the region. The main activities regarding the 

exchange of experience that are going to be done in the comming months were also highlighted. All the 

stakeholders expressed their appreciation and co-operation towards these activities and future work in the 

project. 

Finally, the participants discussed 

about the regional action plan that 

will be developed during the 

following years, and tried to establish 

some conections with the current 

regional plan related with hydrogen 

mobility. These action plan is 

foreseen to establish public and 

private partnerships to facilitate the 

possible deployment of fuel cell 

vehicules, and to put the region in the 

map of hydrogen technologies. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

For the second semester, it was foreseen to organize the IRSV2 in Aberdeen, one of our most experienced 

partners in hydrogen technologies applied to sustainable mobility. However, the current global situation due to 

COVID-19 crisis might not allow to travel abroad, so the consortium is working on alternative learning activities 

such as celebrating a virtual IRW2, and organising online RSW on each region. Therefore, the IRSV2 will be 

postponed. 

 

JOIN US ! 

 
  https://www.interregeurope.eu/smarthyaware/ 

 

https://twitter.com/Smart_HyAware 

 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/smart-hy-aware-1886941a3/ 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/smarthyaware/
https://twitter.com/Smart_HyAware

