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Introduction to the EPM

The Euroregion Pyrenees Mediterranean EPM is a political project of territorial cooperation created in 2004 –in the

form of a public establishment. Its members are the Governments of Catalonia, the Balearic Islands and Occitania.

The objectives are: 

1) Act with and for the citizenship of the territory

2) Develop the Euroregional innovation ecosystem

3) Contribute to the sustainable development of the territory

4) Deepening the Euroregional identity



Introduction to the EPM

Some characteristics are:

• With 109,823 square kilometers, the EPM covers a larger

territory than 16 of the 28 European countries.

• With more than 14 million inhabitants, the EPM is more

populated than 19 of the 28 European countries.

• The EPM is also a very attractive territory, with a Gross

Domestic Product (GDP) of 362.372 millions euros.

• The European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation EGTC was

created in 2009. A new body with legal personality under

European Law.



Introduction to the EPM

European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation EGTC

• The EGTC EPM was created in 2009 and it is operational since April 2010

• Being the operational body of a political cooperation with a joint strategy. The EGTC can be a tool for multilevel 

governance and for implementing Europe 2020 Strategy

• An EGTC is a tool with legal personality, which allows it to act as an autonomous body, managing its own funds, 

hiring staff independently; its legal capacity is broader than the one of the previous cooperation structures.

• The law that governs an EGTC is the one of the country where its headquarters are located.

• Annual budget with the participation of its Member Regions. 

• Decision making faster and more efficient



Introduction to the EPM

First EU Project managed by an EGTC

In 2014 award-winning project at European 
level: 1st prize for interregional cooperation 
projects by the CoR of the EU

The EPM currently manages 3 European projects

Concluded projects in which the EPM participated
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Cooperation Themes

The Euroregion works by

thematic commissions with

members of the technical team

of the Euroregion and political-

technical representatives of the

3 Member Regions.

Each commission has annual

action plans and an annual

budget

Introduction to the EPM



Euroregional Innovation Strategy

In 2014 a Euroregional Innovation Strategy has been developed.  

This  framework  document  sets out the guiding principles and goals of the Euroregion in this area.

The aim is to deepen cooperation in the following identified areas of specialization:

 Water sector: 

• Water resources / irrigation 

• Sanitation and sanitary hygiene 

• Oceanography / satellite observation

 eHealth sector:

• Hospitalization at home / monitoring of 

dependent  persons:  medical  

equipment  for  dependency

• Hospitalization  at  home:  training  

medical  staff in new technologies

• E-diagnosis  /  detection  of  

dependent  persons

 Agri-food sector

• Winning  back  consumers:  short  

distribution  

• channels / local products

• Packaging / preservation / 

communication                               



Euroregional Innovation Strategy

The Euroregional Innovation Strategy defines two operational objectives aimed at creating favourable

conditions for the development of a Euroregional innovation ecosystem:

1. Fostering shared knowledge

2. Launching pilot actions

Each objective is linked to a good practice:

1. Participation in trade & entrepreneurial meetings

2. Call for expressions of interest in the field of Innovation



KISS ME Action plan

The 2-year action plan is divided in two stages with 3 incremental actions that tackle 3 specific and complementary

objectives, aligned with the overall KISS ME project objectives.

Its ultimate goal is to improve the

Euroregional innovation ecosystem

creating long-lasting sustainable

instruments that improve the

participation of SMEs and research

centres in cooperative cross-border

innovation actions.



Action 1: Pilot Euroregional R&I Call

To design and launch the first Euroregional COFUND call for collaborative projects, set up as a pilot for a future Euroregional 
RIS3 funding. Once the proposal is completed, the pilot programme will be presented to DG RI to be co-financed with Horizon 
Europe funds, within the European Innovation Ecosystems, thus creating synergies between programmes and funds. 

Focus and Eligibility criteria:

Evaluation: two phases. One remote 
made by experts without conflict of 
interest and one made f2f with a 
regional representative group

Timelines: 
Design Q3 2019 –Q3 2020
Publication of the call: Q4 2020- Q1 
2021
Projects to be implemented: from 
Q3 2021 on



Action 2: Barriers to SMEs cooperation

Capitalize on best practice from INTERREG-programme Sweden-Norway

To analyse the existing barriers to cross-border collaboration between regions: mental, administrative, legal, cultural and social.

The action will entail:
• the screening of existing regional SME registries for the identification of potential participants in the analysis;
• the contact and engagement of a sample of up to 50 representatives per region, that should be significant and 

representative of the existing regional SME diversity;
• the data collection by means of online surveys, targeted questionnaires and/or personal interviews to the sample of regional 

SMEs, including closed-ended and open-ended questions; and
• the subsequent results analysis. 
• Elaboration of a guide to be presented together when launching new eurorégional calls

Timelines: Second half of 2019 until first half 2020

Funding: Fully funded by the Euroregion



Action 3: Euroregional RIS3

Aligned with the renewal of the Euroregional Innovation Strategy a first Euroregional RIS3 would be launched:

Capitalizing on both Action 1 implementation and Action 2 Analysis for the design of the strategy and the associated funding 
scheme; basing the exercise on the experience of the regions as far as the design and the implementation of Innovation 
Strategies are concerned.

Identifying key priorities per region and defining the future call topics with the participation of the quadruple helix stakeholders 
(policy makers and regional government representatives, businesses -specially SMEs-, research and education centers, and civil 
society) 

Timelines: 2020 - 2021

Funding: Development of the strategic plan funded by the Euroregion
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