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More than 400 - of cluster ., of national, regional and local authorities, of the
Europman Commission, of the academic workl and of governmental agencios, as well a3 cluster expors from Romania,
Hungary, Austria. Beigium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Finland, Georgla, Gesmany, italy, Poland, Republic
of Moldovs, Spain, Sweden, attended 1he 2 and a half days conference organised both in Oradea (Romaria) and Detrecen
(Hungary). On the agenda thero were themes such as chuster business models — new models of Innovation in a fast
changing world, how 1o support and further develop cluster management, digital transformation, clusters as a 1ol for
Innovation, chaster futurg - the ¥ generation and the naw stan-ups. Basidos these Topics addressed hiough inspiing
peesentations is well as |ively paned discussions invalving te sudience there were special sessions dedicated 1o debates
on European opportunities and perspectives for Bihor clusters organised by Alaceri.fo (co-organiser of the event) and an
EEN matchmaking event The conference was also o geiogether fof clusberrsated peojects such as CLUSTERINZO,
CLUSTERSI, CLUSTERFY, STRING, DANUSIOVALNET, FORESDA, ROSEWOOD to meet, exchange and explore possibilities
for Within this cluster policy Intersction. CLUSTERINZO presented the joint
recommandations developed over the 3 yaars projoct time

Itis kmpoetant to note the convergence of discussions on two relevant issues for the
geographical area: on ono hand the positive evolition of the cluster concept with o
panicutar focus on inncvation clusters snd on the other hand the impartance of the
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talont atraction - and retention - for and long term of the

Inchustrial tissue in the cross-border region. One highlight of the conference was the

special ineractive cluster activity with the sudience: a cluster quiz crpanised and

moderated by Gal Kommendy, president of the Hungarian National Alllance of Inncvative
Clustors (IKOSZ) and Zita Zombori, cluster expert. The questions were smart, bul what remaina is the memoey of
animal h from the ded thair diverse - gent - answers

The main orgonisers of the event were Clustero (Romanion Cluster Association)
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The Joint Romanian-Hungarian Cluster Conference 2018

During 20-22 Movemnber 2018 the European chester
community witnessed a true premsére: for the first time
in the European cluster history, two countries decided
o brng their akesdy exsting good cluster
collaboration 1o a next level and merged their national
cluster conferences info one big. impactful Jolnt
Romanian-Hungasian cluster conference. Unger the
motta: Bridging countries reaching Europe”, It became
an inspiting examgle o a joint approach n ceganising
o lage crossborder event dedicatod 10 raiso
awareness in the bread Eurcpean cluster commurity
on the role clusters play st Ewopean lovel. The
conlerence represented alsc the perfect setting for the
first of the twa kick-aff events of the EL Chuster Weeks
initiative brought to Iife by the European Commission,
DG GROWTH (the second kick-off event happening In

Denmark between 26-30 Novernber 2018).

The event was also intraduced by Gabriela Pivu and Peter Keller {national ministries representatives) on 15 November
2018 10 the cluster policy representatives from the other 26 Member States during the third meeting of the European
Clustor Policy Forum. The Ewropean Commission was reprasented by Annaliss Tessarclo, policy officer at DG Growth,
Urst for Chusters and

The Joint Romanian-Hungarian Cluster Conference started on 20 November in Oradea, Romania and was openad in tha
peesence of Mr. llle Calin Bodea - State Secretary of the Aomanian Ministry of Econamy, Mr, Balizs Greinstetter - Deputy
State Secretary of the Hungarian Minsstry of Finance, Mr. Zoltin Pajna - President of the Hajdu-Bihar County (HU] and
Mir. Ssndor Pasriod - President of the County Council Bivor (RO).

Both reprosentatives of the Romanian and Hungarn minisiries roferred in their speeches to the evolution of the
rolationships at chuster policy level in the fleld of promation and develapment of clusters in - and batwesn - the two
couniries.
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