
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

The CLEAN project is being carried out in cooperation between nine partners from different countries between 

the 1st of January 2017 and 31st of December 2021. The overall challenge of the project is how to best achieve 

the EU's energy efficiency objectives in European regions. As part of the project, the exchange of good practices 

will take place between partner regions for smarter and better energy efficiency, while at the same time we will 

try to improve the overall regional low-carbon policies. The challenge that the CLEAN project deals with is to 

reduce energy consumption in existing or older buildings, since they are responsible for 40 per cent of EU 

energy consumption. 

 

WHAT IS CURRENTLY HAPPENING WITHIN THE PROJECT? 

As part of the project, a diagnosis of the energy efficiency of each region has been made so far, good practices 

which have been implemented for a long time in other regions have been documented and five meetings were 

organized - study visits to view and exchange these good practices of project partners, staff exchanges and partner 

meetings, and the possibility of their adaptation and integration into other environments will be planned. In this 

way, CLEAN has been trying to identify what needs to be improved in order to achieve the set goals, thus how to 

help improve energy efficiency. The aim of the project is to improve and upgrade various measures of low-carbon 

policy aimed at improving the result of energy efficiency in buildings, on average by 4 per cent by 2022, on the 

basis of joint stakeholder integration in the region in the period 2017-2021. 

The concrete objective of the project is therefore that each country or the region draws up its own action plan 

that includes experiences and solutions from other partner regions in the area concerned, which are 

simultaneously adapted for integration in the home region. 

The individual objective of the Savinjska region as part of the project is an overview of good practices while 

improving the energy efficiency of buildings. 

 

Partner regions: 

• ERNACT - Ireland 

• Association for Local 

Authorities Vasternorrland - 

Sweden 

• Fomento de San Sebastian - 

Spain 

• Iasi Municipality - Romania 

• Cooperative Les 7 Vents - 

France 

• Naples Agency for Energy and 

Environment - Italy 

• Region of Crete - Greece 

• Development Agency of 

Savinjska Region - Slovenia 

• Regional Council of North 

Karelia - Finland 
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KICK OFF MEETING IN NAPLES 

In March 2017, the CLEAN project partners gathered for the first time at a joint meeting, where they signed a 

partnership agreement and set out a work plan that includes everything from the financial framework to the 

communication rules. Individual participating regions have been introduced, and the leading partner (ERNACT) 

has presented the tasks, duties and contribution to the common goal expected from each partnering country. 

 

PARTNER MEETINGS 

 

In October 2017, a partnership meeting took place in France, in the city of Caen, where the project was formally 

presented at a conference organized by a project partner there, the Cooperative Les 7 Vents. The initial 

conference, which brought together more than 70 energy experts and stakeholders, gave the partnership the 

opportunity not only to present good regional practices that support the energy efficiency of buildings, but also 

enable the exchange of knowledge and inspiration which will jointly improve regional energy efficiency policies. 
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Video: https://www.facebook.com/worldeconomicforum/videos/10154184865691479 

THE FIRST PARTNERS MEETING IN CAEN 

 

The partners at their first meeting set 
significant milestones for the next 5 
years: 
 

• carry out analyses of energy    

consumption in individual 

regions, 

• document good regional 

practices, 

• implement and organize study 

visits for further exchange of 

experience with partners. 
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THE SECOND PARTNERS MEETING IN SUNDSVALL 

In April 2018, a partners meeting took place in Sweden. The legislation and operation of the Vasternorrlands 

country and region, aimed at sustainable development and progress in the exploitation of renewable resources, 

were presented. Debates on several examples of good practices were held among partner countries: ranging from 

a house built in the north of Sweden, which will obtain all its electrical energy solely from solar panels, to the 

successful encouragement of citizens to use a bike  instead of a car for their daily commute, as well as social 

housing in which sub-tenants learn to save water, the proper use of cleaners, waste separation and, last but not 

least, their hospitals that are cooled by melting waste snow, which they drive from the nearby towns. 
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At the exchanges of partners, there are also visits of good practices carried out by individual partnering countries, 

named study visits. 

FRANCE: In Normandy, the partners visited 43 renovated socially-owned flats, the renovation of which was made 

possible by the FORES system from 2008 to 2015 and Quartier Montmorency, where they learned more about 

renovated low-energy houses, since the area was built after the Second World War, in a time when no one 

worried about energy insulating buildings. 

 

STUDY VISITS 
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SWEDEN: In Vasternorrlands, the partners were presented the above-mentioned flat, which they use in 

learning purposes and a hospital, where air and appliances are cooled by a waste snow treatment system. 

 

During the course of the CLEAN learning process, staff exchanges 

are also taking place, and RASR has so far attended two:   

• Finland, region of Northern Karelia – 23rd to 24th January 

2018 

• Greece, the region of Crete – 12th to 13th June 2018 

• France, region of Caen – 28th to 29th November 2018 

Staff exchanges take place in countries where the current state of 

their energy situation is most similar to our own country, or the 

foreign region is selected according to climate, population and 

good practices that could be implemented in our country under 

similar conditions. In Finland, they presented the Northern Karelia 

2020 Energy and Climate Program, which foresees zero oil 

consumption and a low-carbon region by 2040. With the 

stakeholders they have set up a plan that provides concrete 

actions based on past experience. The partners saw many good 

practices: A hospital cooled down with cold water in the summer, 

with a system that extracts heat from the waste water in the 

municipality and the Sirkkala Power Park, where they study 

renewable and subsistence technologies. In Greece, four good 

practices were presented: GREEN @ HOSPITAL Project, Green 

Universities Strategy, the use of new LRV photocatalytic paint and 

the EURONET 50/50 project, which was already implemented in its 

newest version (MAX) in Slovenia under the leadership of KSSENA. 

In Greece, they mainly work on changing user habits, such as 

recycling and reducing electricity and water consumption through 

basic measures, and also introducing various energy management 

systems to optimize their consumption. In France the project 

partner presented projects that work to a large extent on the 

interaction between people, entrepreneurs and organizations 

such as Enterre or Positive Energy Families. 

 

. 
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REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER GROUP MEETINGS  

The Development Agency of the 

Savinjska Region meets with 

stakeholders at regional meetings 

to present the progress of the 

project, from the previous 

activities to the planning of future 

projects. 

 

Foreign good practices are being 

presented to stakeholders, 

followed by discussions on various 

options for implementing these 

practices on Slovenian soil, and a 

review of good practices was 

carried out by Slovenia and the 

Savinjska region - from the 

operation of the Energy Agency of 

the Savinjska, Šaleška and Koroška 

regions - KSSENA, to the Energy 

Management of public sector 

buildings, implemented at the 

Velenje School Center, as well as 

cooperation with the Municipality 

of Celje, which carries out a public 

- private partnership and plans the 

energy rehabilitation of municipal 

buildings. The Energy Concept of 

Slovenia, which is being prepared 

by the Ministry of Infrastructure, 

which was also presented as a 

future plan.  

 

 

 

 

1. REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER MEETING – 16. 6. 2017 – House Emino, Podčetrtek 

2. REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER MEETING – 12. 12. 2017 – RASR, Celje 

3. REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER MEETING – 29. 3. 2018 – MIC, Velenje 

4. REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER MEETING – 9. 7. 2018 – Na Škaluc, Trobni dol 
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The first three regional meetings were primarily aimed at informing stakeholders about the progress of the project 

and the good practices carried out by foreign partners. The 4th regional stakeholder meeting was held with the 

purpose of organization of a partners meeting that took place on the 12 th and 13 th September in Savinjska 

region. 

An operational team of experts from various fields was set up for the purpose of the international conference 

that was held 12th September 2018 on the topic of energy efficiency. 
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3rd PARTNERS MEETING IN SAVINJSKA REGION 

12 September – 13 September 2018 – Celje, Velenje, Laško 

THEMATIC SEMINAR IN CELJE 

In September 2018, the Development Agency of Savinjska region hosted a partnership meeting of the CLEAN 

project. As part of the 3rd Thematic Seminar, an international conference was organized on the International 

Trade Fair titled "HOW TO REDUCE ENERGY COSTS? Sustainable solutions for everyone to the Integral Green 

Region ". 

 

 

Representatives of ministries, local communities, and experts in the field of energy efficiency, environmental 

protection and innovators were invited as speakers. 

Guests, lecturers and representatives of eight foreign partner regions were greeted and addressed by Bojan Šrot, 

Mayor of the Municipality of Celje, mag. Branko Kidrič, Mayor of Rogaška Slatina and President of the 

Development Council of the Savinjska region, and mag. Robert Otorepec, Executive Director of the Celje Fair. 

Ianire Renobales a representative of the leading partner ERNACT, presented the CLEAN project, the activities 

that the partner regions carry out as part of the project and goals for the future, including regional action plans, 

which the partnership will start to make before the end of this year. 

 

 

 

CLEAN - Technologies and open innovation for low-carbon regions 
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The first of the participating lecturers was dr. Robert Drobnič, Head of the Sector for Regional Development 

Planning from the Ministry of Economic Development and Technology, who spoke about the cross-sectoral 

synergies provided by international projects that go beyond local objectives and interests. 

After him dr. Darja Piciga from the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, presented the modern 

European approach to environmental protection, and thus the strategic directions and financial support of 

innovation projects for the low-carbon economy. 

A similar topic was addressed by Jernej Stritih, former State Secretary for the Environment at the Ministry of 

the Environment and Spatial Planning, and the first chairman of the Supervisory Board of Eco Fund, who spoke 

about innovation as the key to an economically efficient transition to a low-carbon society, and about how the 

transition could be even economically beneficial, with proper investments in the innovation and development 

of new technologies. 

Cveto Fendre, lecturer and head of energy engineering from School Center Velenje and Sašo Mozgan, a 

representative of the Energy Agency KSSENA, who also participated in the international conference of RASR, 

later took part in the presentation of good practices in Velenje as experts on energy efficiency. 

Among the participants was also Janez Gorenšek, Director of the IAMB Institute, who presented an innovative 

bio-insolation - mycelial insulating panels, which is being developed at the Institute for Applied Mycology and 

Biotechnology. 

The measures of the Municipality of Celje that is at the moment in transition to greater energy efficiency in 

the form of a public-private partnership carried out by the municipality was presented by Sandi Marzidošek, 

while Jurij Stritih provided an insight into good practices of energy efficiency that are currently available in the 

Savinjska region. 

The international conference was concluded by dr. Darja Piciga, presenting the potentials and vision for the 

work of the Development Agency of Savinjska Region, whose numerous projects cover all the necessary areas 

so that the Savinjska region could be called a model of a Integral Green Region. 
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STUDY VISITS OF GOOD PRACTICES IN VELENJE 

In the afternoon part of the 12th September, the partnership of CLEAN project went to Velenje to see good 

energy efficiency practices there. 

The deputy mayor of Velenje, Peter Dermol, greeted and addressed the partners in front of the municipal 

building, and then Cveto Fendre took them across the city to the Velenje School Center, where he presented 

the system of energy management of public buildings and energy book-keeping that is in use on SC Velenje. 
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PARTNERS MEETING IN LAŠKO 

The next day of the partners meeting, 13th September 2018, was intended for a meeting of the steering group 

of the CLEAN project, that is the representatives of all nine partner organizations. 

In the municipal building of the Municipality of Laško, partners were greeted by the mayor Franc Zdolšek, who 

briefly presented the municipality, and its current activities and achievements in the field of energy efficiency 

and the goals for the future. 

At the meeting, the already implemented half-year activities, the project's flow statistics, the achievements of 

intermediate targets and the review of the next year was discussed. In next December the first phase of 

implementation of the CLEAN project will be concluded. 

At the beginning of the year 2019, each partner region should prepare its draft of a Regional Action Plan, which 

will be the basis for the second phase of the project implementation, which will last two years, starting in 2020. 
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A visit to the International Business Education Center – MIC followed. MIC is a research, educational energy 

polygon that is available to students and professors for the development of systems and products adapted to 

the Slovenian climate, resulting in greater energy efficiency. Here the partners could see systems for 

exploitation of renewable energy and the laboratory for energy efficiency. The meeting ended in a low-energy 

house, also called passive house, which is characterized by its ability to produce more energy than it actually 

consumes. 
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By the end of 2018, the partnership of nine countries will begin to draw up Regional Action Plans to anticipate the 

possibilites of developing a specific region in a low carbon direction. Each partner will connect with members of 

their Stakeholder group, who will contribute to developing the possibilites of regional progress through the 

experiences gained in the course of the project. The experiences were acquired by partners through visiting good 

practices identified at the beginning of the CLEAN project by individual regions. 

The partnership could see these good practices that are currently being implemented by specific regions in the 

course of partner meetings, including study visits. The Regional Action Plan will therefore be a document in which 

each partner will foresee the inclusion of various actions in their environment. These actions are good practices 

from other countries, whose implementation will be tailored to life, climate, natural conditions and funding 

opportunities in the home region, in our case the Savinjska region 
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The project will contribute to the achievement of the national aims and Europe 2020 Strategy aims, as well as 

to the priority area 4: Sustainable use and energy production and smart grids, the Operational Program for the 

Implementation of the European Cohesion Policy for the period 2014-2020, to the specific objective of 

Promoting Energy efficiency, smart energy management and the use of renewable energy sources in public 

infrastructure, including public buildings and the housing sector. 

 

 

 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/clean/ 

https://www.facebook.com/InterregCLEAN/?ref=br

_rs 

  
 

Iva Zorenč, Managing Director 

iva.zorenc@rasr.si 

Sara Chiba, Project Coordinator 

sara.chiba@rasr.si 

http://www.rasr.si/si/projekti/163 
 

Project coordinators of Development Agency of Savinjska Region for CLEAN project 

 

STRATEGIC PARTNERS OF RASR 
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THE FUTURE OF THE CLEAN PROJECT 


