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12 June 2018 – Day 1 - Amsterdam 
Location: Amsterdam Metropolitan Science Institute 

Project leader Simon Tijsma welcomes all partners 
to Amsterdam. We are happy to start this meeting 
on this beautiful location to discus to topics: AMS 
and Wetskills. But first he gives the floor to the 
Portuguese ambassador in The Netherlands Mrs. 
Rosa Batoréu. We are happy she could be present 
at the meeting at the AMS Amsterdam. The 
ambassador welcomes the Portuguese institutes 
involved in the Islands-of-Innovation project and is 
particularly keen on supporting and stimulating 
Portuguese-Dutch cooperation in the field of 
science and innovation.  
 
Partners introduce themselves in short. 
 
1. AMS institute and Urban Energy 
 
Contact: Saskia Timmer (and also born on the island of Texel) - Program Developer Urban 
Energy an Circular City, Research & Valorisation Team - AMS Institute 
 
How does AMS works? 
HOP (idea) - STEP (lab-university-fieldtest) -JUMP (scale up). 
Project are puma project with Metabolic or 3D printing in the Circular City with Delft 
University. 
 
Focus: Amsterdam South-East 85.000 residents and 109 nationalities, an island of its own. 
 
How can we work together?  
Waste-wise Amsterdam can learn from the islands.  
Texel for example can be more progressive than it is now, learn it from Amsterdam. 
 
Note :Ones you are introduced, it is your contact!  
 
Link to the full presentation. 
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2. Wetskills  
Contact: Johan Oost, Director Wetskills Foundation  
M +31.6.2678.5402 | E johan.oost@wetskills.com |  
 
Wetskills Foundation strives the initiation and creation of out of 
the box ideas in the water sector by involving Young Water 
Professionals and students from different countries and various 
backgrounds. In mixed teams the participants come up with nice 
and practical ideas and present them during a high level water 
stage in a two week period. This method has been executed 
more than 30 tie in 20 different countries worldwide. One of the 
cases at Wetskills-South Korea 2018 was formulated by 

Province of Fryslân about Islands of Innovation. The out of the box idea is to create a 
worldwide competition between island to accelerate self-supportive business models on 
water. Wetskills Foundation and the Province of Fryslân is looking to have follow-up on this 
idea (in the WetsNext programme). One idea that has been started is to create a dedicated 
Wetskills programme on and about self-supportive islands, using and bringing in the ideas of 
the EU project. 
 
About Water Footprint Implementation (also integrated in the Tipping Wheel): Water 
Footprint is calculating the water use of production processes (industry, agriculture) and the 
overall consumption of individual, regions and countries. If you are speaking on self-
supportive islands, considering water, it is a great tool to use. It really provides an insight on 
how self-supportive the island is looking at the water consumption (eating, goods, cloths, 
etc). 

Traveling to Lab Vlieland in a reused port house of former Shell area. 
 
Lab Vlieland, Amsterdam 
Lab Vlieland is the driving force behind the sustainable and circular transition and opens its 
workshop for ideas, projects and best practices. Sometimes as a story teller or connector, 
but always as an accelerator: Good for the Netherlands and the rest of the world. 
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At Lab Vlieland we are welcomed by Mayte de Vries and Tijl Couzij. Anna van Nunen arrived 
later. Anna and Mayte are also regional stakeholders for Islands of Innovation. 
 
Mayte de Vries: The festival Into the Great Wide Open (every year since 2009) on Vlieland 
wants to have a close loop system on the island without any impact to the nature.  
 
Tijl Couzij: LAB Vlieland separated from the festival to work on the circularity solutions for 
organizing the festival. Instead of 3 days a year we work the whole year around.  
 
What started at the festival, and continued? 

 Beer has been shipped to the island, it was slower but cheaper. The ships already 
ship to all Wadden islands. 

 We try to fill one of the free tanks on Vlieland with Blue diesel. We are talking with 
ferry company Doeksen to adopt this diesel in their normal behaviour. 

 Last May there was a Trade mission to the Wadden islands to introduce companies 
to the local government to each other.  
Wind energy by a laddermill (Wubbo Ockels), coffee modular housing, tap water as a 
local product. 

 
Refuse the stuff you dont need 
Reduce the stuff you need 
Reuse the products again and again 
Recycle make something new of it. 
Rot: organic cycle 
 
It is a specific group who visits festivals. 
Around 30% of the visitors are new.  
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On Vlieland it is not possible to build windmills. In 3 weeks a windfarm in the NorthSea will be 
opened. Metabolic is working on the material and organic cycle.  
 
Slow and Fast composting 
Slow composting. LAB Vlieland works on Heat from compost: mix manure, woodchips ans 
organic waste. The heat will heat household, the high quality compost can be used. This year 
this will start. We use the wood from the May fire (which was born to safe the money from 
shipping the waste). The compost we will sell to fruit farmers. 
 
Ecocreation (Dutch) is fast composting. This composting is 
introduced at the festival. The wast company Omrin receives € 80 
per ton and pays € 135 to collect the waste from the island. So 
Omrin is very interested to install these machines because it’s 
saving money and 80 kilo waste a day.  
 
Link to the full presentation 
 
Traveling to Texel 
 
Texel Brewery 
Visit to an Unique Selling Point of Texel the brewery of Texel, Oudeschild.  
 
The craft beers of Texel are brewed with loving care and, of course, with ingredients from the 
island of Texel since 1999. Alongside their craftsmanship we only use dune water, grain 
harvested on the island itself, hops and a strain of yeast that can only be found on Texel.  
What started as a hobby, is now lead by a professional brew master, educated at the ‘beer 
university’ of Munich. The beer of Texel received already a number of award, like the best 
Bockbeer of The Netherlands, the Dutch and the Brussels Beer Challenge. In Spring 2015 
the company received the title of Best Enterprise of The North Holland.  
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Listening to the brewer 
 
13 June 2018 - Day 2 Texel  
Location: Hotel De Lindenboom 
 
Tipping Wheel 
Prof. Brezet gives a small update about the status Tipping wheel. The Tipping Wheel is a 
excellent base for a conversation with stakeholders. Samso uses it to inform the politicians 
with. Thanks to the input of stakeholders in the different countries the Tipping Wheel has 
been improved. Prof. Bezet and Nameda will work on the manual in July. Decided is to 
change the name of the manual in Tipping wheel guide. 
 
Nameda Belmane discusses the survey questions and adds the changes proposed by the 
partners. She will make a summary and a new survey. 
 
Strategy for the Country Reports: Provide your Good practises within 3 weeks with 2 
examples for each strategy. (like local policy making, markets, companies, products, 
pressure cookers, young entrepreneurs, housing, energy, competitions, festivals, nano 
tourism, creative industry) 
 
Steeringgroup meeting 
See separate minutes of this meeting.  
 
Presentation Samsø Energy Academy about Social Transition to Smart Energy 
 
Since the 50s the population is decreasing. The good news is this seems to increase slowly 
in the last 2 years. Also more visitors are visiting the island. Samsø wants to attract more 
population and visitors by e.g. branding the island more.  
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More people results in more jobs, housing and energy. 
 
Freedom in common brings ruin to all. 
Which means: There must be regulation because 
human instinct is for each man to do best for himself 
but the problem is, we have limited resources. 
 
The new goal Fossil fuel free island by 2030 will help to 
attract more people. 
This is a good example for the action plan. 
 
Link to the full presentation. 
 
Presentation University of Azores by prof. Sandra Dias Faria.  
Pro-rector for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
 
University of Azores University since 1976. It has 4179 students and 258 teachers.  
3 Campuses and 3 libraries 
 
Islands of Innovation 
On 30 May 2018 we organised a conference with the stakeholders (24), creative and social 
sector (49) We shared the best practises and the Tipping Wheel.  

 
 
Actions University of Azores 
1. Knowledge transfer 
2. Regulation for actions, implementation and development of technology-based companies 
3. Installation of a business incubator  
4. Support for the creation and development of enterprises 
5. Connection to the technology parks 
6. Entrepreneurs Triple Helix programme 
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Entrepreneurshiop Tiple Helix Program – Main Conclusion 
In EE it is imperative to evaluate teaching programs and methodologies from the perspective 
of pedagogical engineering (program and implementation). 
 
Link to the full presentation 
 
Presentation of the North Aegean Region, by Kostas Karamarkos 
The region dominates in the tertiary sector of trade, real estate and tourism. These are low 
labour activities. The top industry of interest for young people in this area are wholesale and 
retail trade, hotels and restaurants.  
 
The university of the Aegean is a network university with 5 facilities of which are 3 in the 
Region of North Aegean. Due to the geographical status of the university they were the first 
in Geece that optimized their ICT. The regional economy focusses on agro-food and tourism: 
Areas low on innovation.  
 
Funding is always of great importance to us.   
 
Link to the full presentation  
 
 
Presentation of Pepijn Lyklema, co-founder and CEO of Texlabs  
(www.texlabs.org is offline)  
 

Why Texlabs 
- 25% inhabitants of Texel is 65+ 
- 630 vacancies 
- 500 students every year 
 
What Texlabs does 
projects, knowledge exchange, innovation 
contests, guided tours, facilitating, jury, guest 
lectures, graduation supervision, workshops 
and covenants.  
 
Goal Texlabs 
Knowledge institute with campus 

 
Pepijn, thanks a lot for showing us around on Texel.  
 
Link to the full presentation. 
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Study tour 
 
Visiting Good practise of Texel Ecomare 
Ecomare, center for wadden and North Sea is a center in the dunes of Texel where you can 
see animals like seals, porpoises and other marine animals or learn more about Wadden 
Sea World Heritage, the North Sea and nature on Texel. 
 

 
 
Visit and dinner at the Salt Farm Texel 
With the world population expected to reach 9 billion before 2050, agricultural production has 
to increase with 70%. At the same time, less fresh water will become available for agriculture 
so the challenge is to produce more food with less water. While everybody is focussing on 
fresh water for agricultural production, Salt Farm Texel has a different perspective. 
Worldwide about 1.5 billion hectares of land is salt affected and this number increases with 
3 hectare every minute. Also, the amount of brackish water is equal to the amount of fresh 
water. Up until now, these saline resources of the world have not been recognized as a way 
to increase agricultural production. Now, Salt Farm Texel is demonstrating the possibilities to 
use these resources by means of cultivating salt tolerant crops.  
Salt Farm Texel specializes in evaluating the salt tolerance of conventional crops and 
halophytes, performing large-scale screening of possible salt tolerant cultivars, and 
developing saline agricultural practices. They work together with NGO's, breeders and 
farmers across the world. 

 
 
An interesting presentation was held by the 
owner of the company: Marc van Rijsselberghe 
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After the presentation the group could taste the salt tolerant potatoes and vegetables during 
an excellent and tasty dinner.  

 
 
Group picture in the front of the ‘boet’ 
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14 June 2018 – Day 3 - Vlieland 
 
In the morning the partners of Estonia and the Azores leave Texel to travel back home. The 
partners from Guadaloupe, Samsø. Greece and Madeira continue to travel to the next 
Wadden island Vlieland. Vlieland is also represented by Bojan Bajic, stakeholder in the 
project. 
For this day we invited a representative of the Ministry of Defence of the Netherlands. 
The Ministry is very keen on innovation on the island of Vlieland and is willing to participate. 
In order to get familiar with the activities of the project a representative participated in the 
meeting on Vlieland. 
 
Stakeholder Lab Vlieland by Bojan Bajic 
About Podium Vlieland 
 
Podium Vlieland is a small sized theatre/cinema with only 1 theatre (for countless purposes). 
This July (19-07-2018) Podium Vlieland celebrates his 10 year anniversary. Bojan Bajic and 
Gosse Beerda tried to lengthen the touristic season outside the Summer months. By 
organising theme weekends the Podium Vlieland contributed to this. Dutch artists like this 
small theatre so much that it is not unusual for them to have their try-outs on Vlieland. 
Obviously that also helps to attract extra visitors to the island.  
 

   
 
Plans for a Vlieland brewery by Gosse Beerda 
The isle of Vlieland has no product of it’s own and Gosse and Bojan want to change that. 
Because Vlieland has an excellent quality drinking water, they are experimenting with 
Vlieland beer. This July they expect the needed permits for their new to build sustainable 
brewery. In this building there also will be space for learning and experiencing. This is a huge 
investment. As soon as the permits are granted they will start the building immediately. The 
planning is to pour the first beer the beginning of 2019. (New information: The permits are 
permitted by 19 July.) 
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Energy Cooperation Vlieland by Jan den Ouden 
 

The Energy Cooperation Vlieland (ECV) is a local energy 
cooperation, where the members are stakeholders. Our 
mission is to stimulate sustainability, more renewable 
usage/consumption and local production of energy. Current 
we have produce energy for 69 households and 4 
businesses. 
 
Next target is a solar field of 0.8 hectare in 2018. This 
produces energy for 250 households. Teamwork with local 
government, LAB Vlieland and the Military of Defence (as 

owner of the field). The members contribute 1 million euro (72%) and local government 
(28%).  
 
Link to the full presentation. 
 
Camping site Stortemelk 
Unfortunately the visit to the campsite had to be cancelled due to the cold and wet weather.  
 
We had in informal dinner in the garden of Podium Vlieland. In the evening we experienced 
nightlight on the beach of Vlieland with music. 

 
 
Bojan, thanks a lot for your hospitality and for showing us around on Vlieland.  
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15 June 2018 – Day 4 - Leeuwarden 
 
The remaining partners travelled from Vlieland to Leeuwarden. 
 
Places of Hope: pioneering for a new future 
A new perspective on the Netherlands of tomorrow. 
 
Contact: Janneke Stuive-Stelpstra, NHL Stenden Design Factory, janneke@studiopanda.frl 
 
Pioneering for a new future Places of Hope takes you into the world of the Dutch pioneer. 
Throughout our country people are busy trying to live more in harmony with nature. This 
exhibition gives you a unique view on what we leave behind, our legacy. 
Live in your own nature reserve, or purchase a windmill with your neighbours that supplies 
energy to the whole village. Pioneers are busy throughout the Netherlands with doing more 
to live in harmony with nature and each other. The Places of Hope exhibition takes you to 
their special places. Places of Hope is about country makers, the honorary title for very 
special people with the courage, creativity and perseverance to lead our country into a new 
future. That future starts in Leeuwarden, where humans and nature, city and countryside are 
inextricably linked. Dozens of country makers provide inspiration with their projects for a 
sustainable future. 
 
The good life of tomorrow: Places of Hope, an exhibition by curators Maarten Hajer and 
Michiel van Iersel, takes you to special places and introduces the people who are pioneering 
there. Together with artists, science fiction films, studios and workshops, the visitor searches 
for the good life of tomorrow. 
 
Inviting: The exhibition full of sound, smell and room for imagination, shows that that future is 
not threatening, but inviting. In addition, Places of Hope encourages visitors to give form to 
their own residential area and the outdoor space of the future in an open studio.… 
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Finally we visited the exposition of Escher in the Museum of Friesland in Leeuwarden. 
 
2018 = Escher 
In the year of Cultural Capital Leeuwarden/Fryslân 2018, Leeuwarden is all about Escher. 
Next to a large exhibition of his original work, as of the 25th of January 2018 the Museum of 
Friesland will also present an impressive array of contemporary art by 
(inter)national artists who work in the same theme as M.C. Escher. 
These works are designed to play with your perception and lead you 
into a world where nothing is as it seems. In addition, the museum 
organises provincial projects all year round under the name Planet 
Escher, the aim of which is to bring a variety of groups within the 
mienskip (community) together, with Escher as the binding factor. 
 
 
 
After the Escher exposition all partners went their separate ways. 
Thank you all for your interest, your patience and your contribution. 


