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Partners of HoCare project meet Bulgarian multi-stakeholder group in Varna
European project for cooperation on innovative solutions for Home Care 

Partners from Cyprus, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania, Lithuania, Hungary, Portugal and Czech Republic have met on 2nd project meeting within the HoCare project - “Delivery of Innovative solutions for Home Care by strengthening quadruple-helix cooperation in regional innovation chains”. The meeting took place in Varna, Bulgaria from 15th -17th September 2016 and was hosted by Business Agency Association from Varna. 
Partners were discussing the progress of work package on Exchange of experience, preparing the final templates for Regional Analysis and gathering of good practices in transferable projects, management and strategic focus of the operational programmes. The HoCare project aims to improve the implementation of regional development policies and programmes that support the delivery of innovation by actors in regional innovation chains. Two representatives of the Interreg Europe Programme’s Joint Secretariat Mrs. Marie Guitton and Mrs. Ilaria Piazza virtually attended the meeting providing the information about the reporting procedure after the first semester of the project.
Focus of the meeting was also on designing a concept of international thematic workshops. First of them will be organized in January 2017 in Funchal (Portugal) with focus on generation of innovation by addressing unmet needs identified by formal and informal carers. The second and third thematic workshop will take place in Budapest (Hungary) and Ljubljana (Slovenia) in the beginning of 2017.
During the project meeting in Varna partners met with members of Bulgarian multi-stakeholder group and discussed about the project. The discussion was moderated by Mrs. Silvia Stumpf from Business Agency Association from Varna. To increase the chance of achieving policy exchange, project partners actively involve relevant stakeholders from their regions in the activities of the project. Members of Local Stakeholder Group are usually formal and informal providers of health care, industrial actors or business support actors related to Home care industry, research actors and public actors.


About the project: 
The HoCare project deals with the issues of ageing population. The 4 year project (April 2016 - March 2020) was approved within the Interreg Europe programme financed by the European Regional Development Fund. Interreg Europe programme helps regional and local governments across Europe to develop and deliver better policy. The partnership is led by the Nicosia Development Agency (ANEL) from Cyprus. 
Project HoCare aims to positively influence efficiency and impact of Structural Funds. The results will be achieved mainly thanks to 4 dimensional international policy learning processes. Initial content for it will be created by partners during Regional analysis, further investigated during 3 International Thematic Workshops. It will formulate 30 transferable Good practices and enable formulation of high-level outputs: 3 HoCare Policy Thematic reports and 3 HoCare Policy Transfer Reports. Collected knowledge will enable project to contribute to EU external policy learning by organizing 2 international and 8 National High-Level Policy Learning events. Local partners will be working closely with local Structural Funds policy to multiple stakeholders of different types of organizations. 

More information about the HoCare project: 
Eletftherios Loizou, Nicosia Development Agency, Cyprus
Lead partner
Giannou Kranidioti 57, Latsia, Cyprus
email: eloizou@anel.com.cy, telephone: +35 722489 105

Ana Savšek, Development centre of the Heart of Slovenia, Slovenia
Coordinator of Communication Activities 
Kidričeva 1, 1270 Litija, Slovenia
e-mail: ana.savsek@razvoj.si, telephone: +386 1 8962 717


List of partners in HoCare project:
· Nicosia Development Agency – ANEL (Cyprus)
· Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia (Slovenia)
· Business Agency Association (Bulgaria)
· National Institute for Research and Development in Informatics (Romania)
· Lithuanian Innovation Centre (Lithuania)
· National Healthcare Service Centre (Hungary)
· Business Development Institute of the Authonomous Region of Madeira (Portugal)
· DEX Innovation Centre (Czech Republic)


More information about the project:
http://www.interregeurope.eu/hocare/

Twitter account of the project: 
https://twitter.com/HoCare_project
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