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DESCRIPTION OF GOOD PRACTICE

Please, take into consideration that the good practice will be assessed against following criteria: topic compliance, effectiveness, innovativeness, sustainability(funding), transferability.
Identification, analysis and transfer of Good practices and policy experiences among the regions

The whole description should not be longer than 2 pages.

	Project title (if applicable)
	Regional Actions To Innovate Operational Programmes

	Project acronym (if applicable)
	RATIO

	RATIO Specific objective 1.2 
	Improving innovation Delivery policies.
Rural SMEs to consolidate and  overcome barriers to their growth and competitiveness

	Title of the good practice
	Institute of Environmental Solutions (IES)

	Topic of the good practice (short description, key words)
	Regionally based research institute (private foundation), based in the rural area, with unique nature and environment related technological and know how capacities in Baltic countries. The core of the institute is an international network of scientists, artists, engineers and practitioners. Institute is implementing many local and international research and development projects and operates in multiple disciplines related to environmental solutions. 
Key words: 

Multidisciplinary approach; international network; environmental solutions; sensor technology; technology; innovation


	Location of good practice
	Country
	Latvia

	
	NUTS 1
	-

	
	NUTS 2
	Latvia

	
	City
	Priekuļu novads

	Realization period
	Start
	2008
	End
	ongoing

	Detailed description of the good practice

The description should include information on the nature of the good practice, its objective, innovativeness, transferability, the main stakeholders involved (including the beneficiaries) and the financial resources required for its implementation. Please, indicate the area of the good practice ((i.e. marketing, ICT, HR, management, finance, logistics, manufacture) and types of improvement (training, innovation, tools, process improvement, internationalisation). 

	IES operates as a private foundation – a non-profit network, since 2008, and is based in the airfield located in the Priekuļi municipality, a predominantly rural area, close to the town of Cēsis in the Vidzeme Planning region.  IES has unique technological and know how capacities in Baltic countries. The core of the institute is an international network of scientists, artists, engineers and practitioners. Institute is implementing many local and international research and development projects and operates in multiple-disciplines, such as biology, chemistry, hydrology, environmental science, physics, ICT, landscape planning, GIS, forestry, space technology, participatory science etc. Institute operates a unique airborne hyperspectral remote sensing laboratory and has developed a research technology system ARSENAL - a set of integrated technological sensor solutions that allows collecting detailed information about land, freshwater and marine ecosystems, their structures, chemical components and spatial data. The institute is a prime example, how world class science, skilled international expertise, technological knowhow and services can be developed and operated in the rural area. IES has a broad network of international cooperation partners from R&D, private and non-governmental sectors, not only from Europe, but also Canada, India and Thailand. In order to implement projects, institute operates with the open innovation methodology, attracting top experts from various countries to develop specific technological solutions. Recently the institute has started to develop and old industrial district (former brewery) in the town of Cēsis, into a contemporary centre  of art and science. The plan for the brewery is to become an international centre of excellence where art, science and culinary are synergised to address environmental issues. The IES is a member of Academic network of Latvian ministry of Science and Education, Latvian Space Technology Cluster, is cooperating with the UK Space agency and is participant of the Latvian high added value and healthy food Cluster network. The institute is a prime example, how world class science, skilled international expertise, technological knowhow and services can be developed and operated in the rural area, and can act as a major driving force of world class innovation in the region.


	Evidence of success

Please, describe, why this practice could be considered as a good practice and is worth analysing. Objective result and/or impact indicators are welcome in this section to demonstrate the success of the case.

	The institute is a prime example, how world class science, skilled international expertise, technological knowhow and services can be developed and operated in the rural area, and can act as a major driving force of world class innovation in the region.
Impact indicators may include:
· Number and nature of realised projects;

· Developed and used unique technology;

· Institutes integration in national and international innovation networks;

· Developed and used innovation development methods



	Contact details to obtain further information on the practice

	Name
	Ms. Inese Suija-Markova (Managing director)

	Organisation
	Institute of Environmental Solutions

	E-mail
	Inese.suija@videsinstituts.lv

	Web site
	http://www.videsinstituts.lv/en
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