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SUPPORT is a project under the European Commission’s 
Programme for Interregional cooperation Interreg 
Europe. The project’s total budget is 1.898.731,00 Euro.

SUPPORT tackles the difficulties encountered by 
many cities and towns of partner regions in the 
implementation of sustainable energy policies, and 
helps local governments by improving the coordination 
of energy policy instruments and promoting a more 
effective use of funding opportunities.

Contact Support Local Governments 
in Low Carbon Strategies



Context and challenges
Many cities and towns encounter difficulties in 
implementing sustainable energy policies in their 
territories. With Covenant of Mayors, more than 
5200 municipalities have submitted a Sustainable 
Energy Action Plan (SEAP), but the monitoring process 
highlights that progress in implementing actions is 
much slower than foreseen, particularly those related 
to energy efficiency, starting from investments on 
administrations’ own building stock. 

Scarce effectiveness of funded actions is due to 
lack of “critical mass” for ESCOs on financing energy 
efficiency projects, scarce qualified human resources 
and adequate funding to implement energy actions, 
lack of integration and too general projects in the 
SEAPs. 

How does SUPPORT address 
these challenges?
SUPPORT combines different kinds of interregional 
learning activities, to foster exchange among partners 
and between partners and stakeholders. 

Sharing knowledge and transferring best practices 
should help local governments to identify and 
overtake the barriers for the use of ERDF funds and 
to implement integrated Action plans to improve the 
performance of their energy policy instruments and 
the spending of Structural Funds in their regions.

SUPPORT works to improve coordination among 
smaller local authorities, in order to provide the 
necessary critical mass for attracting private actors 
for energy efficiency projects.
 



Project Tasks and Objectives
The overall objective of SUPPORT is improving the operational quality of the ERDF 
funds directed towards local administrations, for integrated strategies for CO2 
abatement, with particular attention to the reduction of the implementation gap 
of energy efficiency measures, and empowering Local Authorities to make optimal 
use of ERDF funds for integrated sustainable energy strategies and actions, e.g. in 
the context of voluntary commitments, like the Covenant of Mayors.
To reach this aim, SUPPORT’s sub-objectives are:

Identify, together with the stakeholder groups, the barriers for the use of 
ERDF funds and for planning and implementing integrated sustainable energy 
plans and measures, enhancing knowledge of local and regional energy targets, 
and increasing information about ERDF opportunities and procedures.

Identify current practices of use of the policy instrument and collect and 
review good practices of using ERDF funds as part of the financial strategy for 
Local Authorities for implementing sustainable energy measures.

Develop and/or improve the existing data collection methods and tools, in 
order to provide a sound basis for the definition of the Action Plans.

Support the decision-making bodies of the partners and the managing 
authorities in the implementation and improvement of ERDF programmes, 
and reinforce the coordination and support role of the actors/stakeholders of 
regional relevance.

Build capacity for local Authorities to use ERDF funds for implementing 
integrated sustainable energy plans and measures, and improve the local 
decision making, policy monitoring, and procurement process.

Foster the involvement of private subjects in the implementation of energy 
related actions.

Facilitate the coordination among smaller local authorities, in order to 
provide the necessary “critical mass” (project aggregation) for attracting private 
actors (ESCOs) for energy efficiency projects.
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