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Flagship initiative of DG Regio: 
strategic services to S3 practitioners: 

Assessing needs 
and co-design 

solutions

Analytical 
approach to 

policy dialogue

Hands-on 
support to 

regions 

S3 Community of Practice
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Partnerships for Regional Innovation
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A new strategic approach to innovation-driven territorial transformation, based on

the experience on Smart Specialisation, linking EU priorities with national plans

and place-based opportunities and challenges

▪ To mobilise innovation funds beyond

ERDF

▪ To mobilise other policies beyond

innovation funding to accelerate the green

transition

▪ To connect better regional and EU

innovation funding initiatives
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New European Innovation Agenda: five flagships

Accelerating and 
strengthening innovation 
in Innovation Ecosystems 
across the EU and 
addressing the innovation 
divide

Funding for deep tech 
scale-ups

Improving policy making 
tools

Fostering, attracting and 
retaining deep tech talent

Enabling deep tech innovation 
through experimentation spaces 
and public procurement
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Regional Innovation Valleys

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/call-expression-interest-regional-innovation-valleys-now-open-2023-03-28_en
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Based on the draft of Future HORIZON-EIE-CONNECT 
calls shared by DG RDT and DG REGIO

In cooperation with

Connecting Regional Innovation Valleys. 

Networking and 
coordination 

structures and tools

Support to 
interconnections 

between innovation 
hubs/local pockets 

of excellence

Training and skills 
development

Joint public 
procurement 

initiatives

INNOVATION VALLEY JOINT INNOVATION PROGRAMME

Who can create a valley? At least
5 national or regional authorities,
from at least 5 different Member
States or Associated Countries, of
which at least 2 are representing a
'moderate' or 'emerging' innovator
region and at least 1 is
representing a 'strong' or
'innovation leader' innovator
region.

3-4  INTERREGIONAL COOPERATION PROJECTS
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