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Flagship initiative of DG Regio: 
strategic services to S3 practitioners: 

Assessing needs 
and co-design 

solutions

Analytical 
approach to 

policy dialogue

Hands-on 
support to 

regions 

S3 Community of Practice
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S3 CoP Services

Policy 
advice

S3 Expert 
Group

Working 
Groups

Support

Thematic 
Platform and 
Partnerships

Targeted 
support to 

regions

Community 
engagement

S3 CoP 
Website

S3 CoP events
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Thematic Platform and Partnerships

• S3 Thematic Platforms 

• Collaborative network of strategic Thematic 
Smart Specialisation Partnerships

• Promoting complementarity of regional 
funding for innovation in S3 areas

• Thematic Smart Specialisation Partnerships 

(TSSPs)

• Initiate and explore new value chains in 
specific priority areas

• Actors: committed regions, cluster 
organisations, businesses and innovation 
actors as well as civil society (quadruple 
helix) 

S3 Thematic Platforms

Agri-food

Thematic Smart 
Specialisation 

Partnerships on 
Agri-food

Industrial 
modernisati

on

Thematic Smart 
Specialisation 

Partnerships on 
Industrial 

Modernisation

Energy

Thematic Smart 
Specialisation 

Partnerships on 
Energy

Sustainabl
e Blue 

Economy

Thematic Smart 
Specialisation 

Partnerships on 
Sustainable Blue 

Economy
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How will the activities be organised?

• Steering committee meetings to exchange and share 
experiences among TSSPsS3 Thematic Platforms

•Existing partnerships

•New partnerships
Service provision to 

TSSPs

• New partnerships 

• Lessons learnt
Guidance

•Reporting every six months, including connection to 
regular website updatesMonitoring 

• Setting up new TSSPs in new thematic priority areas

•Open call forthcoming
Expression of interest for 

new partnerships
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Services offered by the S3 CoP Secretariat 
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Next steps for the S3 Thematic Platforms

Individual 
kick-off 
meeting 

with TSSPs 
to discuss 
services 

and needs

Launch of 
call for 

expression 
of interest, 
Guidance 
for new 

partnership
s

Online 
Steering 

Committee 
meeting  June 

2023

Service 
provisio

n to 
TSSPs

Kick-off 
new 

partnershi
ps

Monitoring 
Reports 

September 
2023

Steerin
g 

Commi
ttee 

meetin
g 

Decem
ber 

2023

Guidan
ce on 

lessons 
learnt

Reanalysis of 
services and 

needs 
towards 2024
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Thank you! 

Questions welcome Project media
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