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REGIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT

 La Rioja is an autonomous community of Spain located in the north of the Iberian

Peninsula. (1% of the total area of Spain)

 The region is divided into 174 municipalities. The capital and city with the largest

population is Logroño. The total population of the region is 319.914 (INE 2020),

whom 152.485 (INE 2020) live in the capital.

 It is located in a strategic position at 100 km from the Port of Bilbao, 185 km from

France and 300 and 476 km from Madrid and Barcelona respectively.

 In the international context, La Rioja is known for its wine production. Rioja’s  

Denomination of Origin is the oldest and one of the most prestigious in Spain. 



3

REGIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT

 Diversified economy, based on industry, agri-foodstuffs and, especially, services.

 Main industrial sectors: Agri-food industry, construction, metallurgy, light

chemicals, footwear, paper, textiles and furniture. Highlithed subsectors: wine

and canned vegetables.

 Companies distribution by size: Out of a total of 22,700 companies, 21 are large

companies (less than 0.1%), 156 are medium-sized (0.7%) and the rest (99%) are

small (58%) and micro-companies (38%).

38%

58%

3%
0,69%

0,09%
Number of employees (n)

n=0

0 < n < 10

10 < n < 50

50 < n < 250

>250



4

REGIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT

 GAV distribution by economic sectors in the region compared to the national average. 

 Energy consumption in 2020 in La Rioja: 116 GWh.

 SMEplus objective: Improve the energy efficiency in industrial SME’s.
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ADER

 The Economic Development Agency of La Rioja (ADER)

 Public entity of the Government of La Rioja attached to the Regional Ministry of

Autonomous Development.

 In charge of developing the economic-industrial promotion policy, mainly in the field

of SMEs.

 Managing body of many of the grant lines for companies of the Government of La

Rioja.
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SMEPLus ACTION PLAN
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ACTION 1: MINUS PROGRAM

 The aim of this action is to develop a self-contained program attractive to SMEs and that

integrates the sequence of energy efficiency audits plus investment grants based on the PIUS

Program shared by the House of Energy of Hessen.

IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM FOR INDUSTRIAL SMES
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ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM

 This action consist in launching a specific energy efficiency program for industrial SMEs. It will 

involve a call for grants in two phases (Energy audit + investment). Prior to the two phases, a 

specific program will be designed for the promotion, dissemination, beneficiary recruitment, 

support, promotion of results, etc... and also coordination of the new call. This new program 

will be "named" in order to give it an identity for itself.
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MINUS PROGRAM: DISSEMINATION

Video Website

Dissemination Event on June 
27th
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ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM

Call for grants

in 2 phases:
Phase 1: Energy Audit

Phase 2: Investments

Expert advice on
energy procurement

Financial Support
Tool

MINUS is a specific 
support program to 
increase energy 
efficiency in industrial 
SMEs in La Rioja. 
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ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM

 PHASE 1: Energy Audit + Action Plan. In this first phase, SMEs will be able to apply for a

grant to have an energy audit carried out by an expert. The funding rate will be high

(75%) and will be linked to the definition of an action plan with a battery of measures

(resulting from the energy audit) to be implemented in order to improve energy

efficiency.



12

ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM

 PHASE 2: Implementation of energy efficiency measures
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ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM
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ACTION 1 MINUS PROGRAM

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

MINUS is a specific 
support program to 
increase energy 
efficiency in industrial 
SMEs in La Rioja. 

MINUS is a PLUS
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MINUS PROGRAM: CALL FOR GRANTS

 Phase 1:

 Eligible costs: External expert consultancy costs to carry out the energy audit.

 Maximum investment: 4,000 €.

 Budget: 45.000 € (15 companies)

 Funding rate: 75%.

 Deadline for applications: July 15, 2022.

 Results:

 14 applications received.

 12 energy audits done
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MINUS PROGRAM: CALL FOR GRANTS

 Phase 2: Energy Efficiency Investments:

 Max. and min. investment: 50,000 € - 10,000 €.

 Budget: 155.000 €.

 Eligible projects:

• Measurement and control systems.

o Max. and min. investment: 1.000 - 6.000 €.

o Funding rate: 75 %.

• Thermal installations and production processes. Intensity:

o Small company: 50%.

o Medium company: 45%.

 Deadline for applications from September 2 to December 2, 2022.

 Results:

 12 applications received. Mainly

 Around 600,000 € investment in total.
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MINUS PROGRAM: RESULTS

 At this moment:

 14 SME’s applied to the MINUS PROGRAM.

 12 SME’s have done the energy audit – 36,000 € grant committed

 12 SME’s have applied to the phase 2 of Minus call. Around 600,000 € applied in

investments. This applications are still pending of revision, as they were submitted in

December.

 When all applications will be finished and justified, energy efficiency granted by each

application will be disseminated through the Pentaho dashboard.
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ACTION 2 EE MEASURES DATABASE

 A database will be developed in scorecard format (through the Pentaho tool) where the

results of the energy efficiency measures implemented up to date within the regional

energy efficiency grants can be openly consulted.

 Based on the ENERGIG good practice from the University of Gavle. In addition to

joining companies in energy networks, this good practice proposes the compilation of

energy efficiency adopted measures in a freely accessible database in order to

encourage other companies to implement energy efficiency measures.

 The information will be uploaded in two phases:
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ACTION 2 EE MEASURES DATABASE

 PHASE 1: Results of the measures already implemented in the existing energy efficiency grant lines

from 2014 to 2021.

Users will have the possibility to filter the measures by different criteria.

 PHASE 2: Results monitoring of the measures implemented within MINUS PROGRAM. The following

indicators will be added: % Energy efficiency per action, % of total energy efficiency of the company

after the action has been implemented and Return on investment (with and without subsidy).

 These data will be used to encourage other SMEs to implement energy efficiency measures based on

practical results and to prioritize them according to their effectiveness (investment versus savings

obtained).
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ACTION 2 IMPLEMENTATION

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

https://bi.larioja.org/pentaho/ader/ayudas_eficiencia_energetica_web
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ACTION 2 IMPLEMENTATION

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

 Applications can be filtered by year, economic activity or process affected.

 It can show which are the actions that get the higher energy savings.

 This data will help SME’s to decide what kind of EE action are more cost-effective (more savings with less cost).
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ACTION 2 IMPLEMENTATION

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

 Applications can be filtered by year, economic activity or process affected.

 It can show which are the actions that get the higher energy savings.

 This data will help SME’s to decide what kind of EE action are more cost-effective (more

savings with less cost).
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POLICY INSTRUMENT INFLUENCE

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

 Regional Operational Programme 2014-2020 (ROP 2014-2020)

 Changes:

 Implementation of a new project:

 Changing the management of the policy instrument, improved governance: The

results of MINUS program in terms of energy audits performed, types of energy

efficiency measures implemented, processes affected by them, energy savings,

CO2 emissions avoided, etc..., will help the managing authorities of the

operational program to improve the following programs and call for proposals.

Also action 2 contribute to this change.
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UPCOMING REGIONAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY POLICIES

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TOOL

 MINUS program will be launched also next year if results are as planned.

 The Regional Parliament approved last October 27th the creation of the new Energy

Transition and Climate Change Agency of La Rioja. The first of its three main goals is

the fostering and implementation of actions in the field of energy efficiency.

 This Agency will be in charge of the elaboration of 2 new Plans for La Rioja: the Energy

and Climate Integrated Plan (PRIEC) and the Climate Change Adaptation Plan (PRACC).



Thanks for your attention 

Susana Mangado Mangado

SMEPlus PM

Ph: +34 941 29 15 18

Email: smangadoma@larioja.org

Web: https://www.ader.es


