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Second call from 15 March to 9 June 2023 

• Pre-call online networking events (Nov – Dec 2022)

15 Nov: Smart

17 Nov: Social

29 Nov: Green

1 Dec: Connected, Citizens, Governance

5 Dec: Policy Learning Platform event

• The call launch event

15 Mar 2023, Stockholm (SE): Europe, let’s cooperate!

Calls for project proposals

All topics open
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Project development assistance

https://www.interregeurope.eu/apply-for-the-call

Available during calls

https://www.interregeurope.eu/apply-for-the-call
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Time for 
questions
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Thank you!
                          

www.interregeurope.eu



Ignace Schops



BEST PRACTICES RIVERPARK MEUSE VALLEY 



8 PARTNERS – 5 REGIONS 

THE NETHERLANDS 
• Province Limburg (Lead) 
• Rewilding Europe

BELGIUM 
• Regionaal Landschap Kempen en Maasland

• River Park Meuse Valley
• Border Park Kempen~Broek 

SWEDEN
• Rewilding Sweden, Sweden
• County Administrative Board in Norrbotten

GERMANY 
• Environmental Action Germany, Duitsland 
• Municipal Community Europaregion Pomerania

SPAIN 
• Alava Provincial Council RIVER PARK MEUSE VALLEY 



8 PARTNERS – 5 REGIONS 

OBJECTIVES

• SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS MODELS TO SUPPORT 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONTRYSIDE 

• COLLECTIVE LEARNING EN EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE 

BORDER PARK KEMPEN~BROEK 



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
WORKS ! 



BORDER PARK KEMPEN~BROEK



BORDER PARK KEMPEN~BROEK



BORDER PARK KEMPEN~BROEK





RIVER PARK MEUSE VALLEY 



FACTS 

1 RIVER – 1000 KM (FRANCE-BELGIUM-THE NETHERLANDS)

1 RIVER PARK – 47 KM CROSS BORDER BE & NL  
53.000 INHABITANTS 
2 COUNTRIES - 2 PROVINCES - 11 MUNICIPALITIES
> 30 PARTNERS (!)
➢ Nature – water management – tourism – farming –

Entrepreneurs - … 





MEUSE RIVER 
- 500 BILLION LITERS/YEAR
- DRINKING WATER 7 MILLION PEOPLE (NL & BE) 



1993 & 1995



2021









RIVER PARK MEUSE VALLEY 



Voedselvoorziening 

?



FLOOD PREVENTION 
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 



FLOOD PREVENTION

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 

GRAVEL EXTRACTION



RIVERPARK MEUSE VALLEY 

FLOOD & DROUGHT PREVENTION
NATURE DEVELOPMENT & NATURE RESTORATION
GRAVEL EXTRACTION TO CREATE OPEN SPACE  
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
RAISING AWARENESS 
(RE)CONNECTION MODEL



(RE)CONNECTION MODEL 

(RE)CONNECTION MODEL 
(Re)connect nature with nature
(Re)connect people with nature

(Re)connect business with nature
(Re)connect policy with practice



LOCAL 

AUTHENTIC

TRACEABLE 

TRUSTWORTHY 

ETHICAL 

LATTE PROOF 



SUMMER BED 

DIKE
WINTER 

WINTER BED 

DIKE 
SUMMER  

FLOOD & DROUGHT 
PREVENTION 











DOUBLED NATURE DESTINATIONS 
20 PROTECTED AREAS 

TRIPPLED BIODIVERSITY
3.329 SPECIES



• BETTER, NOT MORE 
• REMAIN TOURIST DESTINATION, BASED ON NATURE EXPERIENCE

• QUALITY OVER QUANTITY 
• ADDED VALUE & TAILOR WORK    

• EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF THE MEUSE 
• FOR RESIDENTS, VISITORS & ENTREPRENEURS 

SURVEY MEUSE VALLY – 2021 NL & BE  

https://www.toerismevlaanderen.be/sites/toerismevlaanderen.be/files/assets/publication/2021_Bewonersstudies_Maasvallei_Rapport_FINAL.pdf

https://www.toerismevlaanderen.be/sites/toerismevlaanderen.be/files/assets/publication/2021_Bewonersstudies_Maasvallei_Rapport_FINAL.pdf


SURVEY MEUSE VALLY – 2021 NL & BE  

• 90% GENERAL SUPPORT FOR BETTER NATURE PROTECTION  
• 80% RIVER VALLEY MOST CHARACTRISTIC 
• 70% SUPPORT FOR  DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
• 50% WANT TO ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTE, 

• COLLECTING LITTER 
• WELCOMING VISITORS







ART
TREE OF LIFE 
MARK DION 

ART
SAV OUR SOULS 
MAARTEN INGHELS 
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ECONOMIC VALUE 

1000 HA RESTORED AREAS 1999-2017

19-24 MILLION EURO PER YEAR



CARBON SEQUESTRATION 
5.000 FAMILIES - 2 MILLION EURO/YEAR 
(Carbon Price October 2022: 66,34 ton)



HIKING & CYCLING RIVER PARK (2021)   
> 1 MILLION/YEAR
> 25 MILLION EURO/YEAR (BE)









THE POSITIVE EFFECT OF INVESTING IN NATURE

FOR SPECIES

FOR ECOSYSTEMS

FOR PEOPLE 

FOR SOCIETY  



RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

1:10





50% WORLD GDP & 80% OF POOR CONTRIES 
DEPEND ON NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/beyond-gdp-making-nature-count-shift-sustainability#:~:text=UNEP's%20report%20Becoming%20%23Generation%20Restoration,30%20dollars%20in%20economic%20benefits.



NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS

SPONGE
FRIDGE 

HEALTH CENTER 





WE CANNOT DESTROY WHAT KEEPS US ALIVE

THINK GLOBALLY
ACT LOCALLY 
CHANGE PERSONALLY 



End of part 1



12.00h: Lunch Break
13.00h: Depart for excursion


	wildlifeeconomyignaceschops.pdf

