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Ecosystem Services need to be at the centre of Decision-making and Policy definition 

· Interreg PROGRESS: PROmoting the Governance of Regional Ecosystem ServiceS is a 2019-2023-Interreg Europe project, focussed on improving the contribution of the ecosystem services concept to regional and national policies.

· Ecosystem services are the goods and services of nature that contribute to human well-being. Identifying, evaluating, and applying the ecosystem services approach to public decision-making is key to the future of European societies.
· PROGRESS is developing different communication and dissemination formats to make its results widely available to relevant stakeholders, public officials, and decision-makers.

PROGRESS is a 2019-2023 Interreg Europe project funded by the ERDF (European Regional Development Fund) with 1,4 M €. Its aim is to engage with Operational Plans at regional or national level and other strategies dealing with the protection and valuing biodiversity and ecosystem services (ES). 
Ecosystem services are the benefits humankind derives from the natural world and constitute the natural base for the economic prosperity and quality of life. The decline of these natural assets is considered a major challenge for the preservation of the biodiversity, and there is urgent need to improve the relevant regional policies and to provide multi-stakeholder solutions for protection and sustainable use of the natural capital. In Europe, landscapes have been altered substantially over the past centuries through pressures like intensification of agriculture and urbanisation, pollution, and abandonment of landscapes on the other hand. This process has prioritised production services, to the extent that other key services, those associated with complex ecosystems or high biodiversity, have suffered. The long-term consequences of this are likely to be severe. Failure of ecosystem services will mean, at the least, increasing dependence on imported foods and higher risk from diseases and flooding. The balance between ecosystem services and public decision-making needs to be governed as a matter of high priority.
Many different policies can affect the resilience of natural as well as human-modified ecosystems. From transport to energy, agriculture to cultural well-being, policies and actions can have many unintended consequences. The delivery of ecosystem services depends in many cases on the maintenance of biodiversity, for example for nutrient cycling and pollination. Some of these ecosystem services are crucial for Europe’s economy and society. Though our well-being is totally dependent upon the continued flow of these ecosystem services, they are predominantly public goods with no markets and no prices, so are rarely detected by our current economic compass. Decision makers often have insufficient facts, tools, arguments, or support to take a different decision and avoid biodiversity loss. There are many cases of local economy and local societal losses in the interests of short-term private gain. Policy failures arise due to incentives encouraging harmful action.
PROGRESS contributes to these challenges through policy learning and capacity building of the partner organizations and their stakeholder advisory groups in each of the participating regions. In each country policy subsystem 4 strands are considered: 1) Measurement of cost & benefit of ES, 2) Integration of ES into policy and Planning; 3) Innovative payments for ecosystem services; and 4) Landscape sustainability governance. Strands 1-3 have developed in 2020-21, strand 4 currently in progress.
In each strand good practices are identified and disseminated via the following available materials: 4 public workshops, 4 handbooks, good practice videos (6 available at YouTube channel, see webpage for link). Further dissemination materials are currently in preparation, like infographics and policy briefs.
The final step of the project starts in June 2022 with an Action Plan in each of the 6 participating regions to contribute to the improvement and impact of ecosystem services contribution to National and Regional public policies. Action plans soon available on PROGRESS project Library. In Spring 2023 the closing PROGRESS Conference will take place in Barcelona (Catalonia-Spain).
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Interreg PROGRESS project partners: National Association of Italian Municipalities Tuscany (ANCI Toscana), Coordinator,    Italy; CREAF (Ecology Research and Forestry Applications Centre),    Catalonia-    Spain; Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly,  Ireland; Riga Technical University,  Latvia; Tolna County Development Agency,    Hungary; University of Craiova,    Romania.
PROGRESS website Media-hub: https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/progress/media/ 
PROGRESS Communication Officer: Jordi Pietx +34 630602233 · jordi@jordipietx.net 
PROGRESS Website · Social Networks · Events registration: https://linktr.ee/interregprogress

