
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CONDEREFF 

PROJECT 
 

 

ά/hb59w9CC ς Construction and Demolition Waste 

aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ LƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅέ 

is a project under the INTERREG Europe programme 

that aims to accelerate policy work on construction and 

demolition waste (CDW) management, improving 

resource efficiency in the countries of the partnership. 

Accordingly, CONDEREFF assists the development of 

infrastructures and methods for recycling and re-use of 

CDW materials and the introduction of green growth 

opportunities in the CDW stream. 

To achieve these goals, the project facilitates exchanges 

of experiences and practices, as well as studies 

regarding CDW, on how project partner regions can 

move towards the adoption and further exploitation of 

the best practices and measures applied in the field of 

waste management. 

 

 

POLICY BRIEF 

OVERVIEW 
This policy brief reports on the proceedings and highlights of 

CONDEREFF activity AмΦоΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ /ϧ5 ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎέΦ 

This analysis aims identify the existing CDW recycling 

capacity in CONDEREFF partnership territories, as well as the 

future CDW recycling requirements that could emerge from 

current construction and relevant economic activities. Two 

questions are addressed:  

¶ What are the existing structures and frameworks that 

enable and support CDW recycling capacity in project 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΚ 

¶ Extrapolating on existing trends, what are future 

requirements that could arise for the CDW recycling 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΚ 

This research has enabled the CONDEREFF project partners 

to delineate policy changes regarding regulations, 

infrastructure development, stakeholder involvement, and 

awareness-raising actions relevant to CDW recycling 

capacity. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDW 

RECYCLING 

Nowadays, most CDW is either directly disposed in landfills 

or processed in recycling plants as aggregates. Considering 

that recycling of CDW reduces landfill and conserves 

natural aggregate resources, most environmental policies 

aim at increasing recycling. In particular, a rise of 25% of 

the demand for recycled material is expected from 2013 to 

2020. Sustainable CDW recycling solutions are valued in 

accordance with the waste hierarchy as it appears in the 

following figure.  

 

 ά.ȅ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜ-use, recycling and other 

material recovery, including backfilling operations using 

waste to substitute other materials, of non-hazardous 

construction and demolition waste excluding naturally 

occurring material defined in category 17 05 04 in the list 

of waste shall be increased to a minimum of 70 % by 

ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦέ  

The Waste Framework Directive 

includes in Article 11(2) a specific 

target for the reuse, recycling and 

other material recovery of CDW: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLING 

CAPACITY 
TYPES AND 

TRENDS 

For recycling to be effective in a circular economy model, 

it should be understood horizontally, addressing the flow 

of waste across the CD value chain. Identifying the life-

cycle of CDW aims to close the loop of CDW stream and 

increase environmental efficiency. 

Recycling capacity should be applied to cover the whole 

CDW life-cycle. Recycling capacity can be subdivided into 

two definitions of capacity, immediate and remote. 

Immediate capacity concerns the infrastructural capacity 

of a region for treating and recycling CDW, while remote 

capacity includes all the other non-infrastructural 

elements that influence and mediate the immediate 

capacity yet are not directly involved with the practical 

operations of CDW recycling.  

There are four elements that constitute the remote CDW 

recycling capacity, all enabling and supporting the CDW 

recycling infrastructure: 

 

 

Regulations: 
Policy 

framework, 
public-private 

legal 
agreements

Stakeholders: 
Collaboration 

for self-
regulation, 
industry 

initiatives

Infrastructure: 
Recycling 

plants

Awareness: 
Incentives, 
information 
campaigns



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Increase in CDW volume & supply. The 

forecast that the CDW will increase the next 

years up to 2050 is a common result of multiple 

future scenarios. 

¶ Recycling in the circular economy. The trend 

to implement more and more circular economy 

measures is expected enrich  as well waste 

chain management with more efficient 

processes and technologies and boost 

synergies and technology transfer among 

waste industries.  

¶ Increased public awareness. Considering the 

growing public concerns over environmental 

problems and climate change, it is expected 

that raised public awareness on the 

environment issues, will spill over to calls for 

more effective zero waste policies and waste 

management efforts. 
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FUTURE 

NECESSITIES 

¶ Shift in construction methods. Modular and 

green construction, although they do not hold a 

large share of construction activities, are 

expected to affect importantly and streamline 

the CDW stream. 

¶ Introduction of technological innovations. The 

waste and recycling industry is beginning to 

embrace technological innovation as a driver for 

future success. 

 


