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Benvenuto

Willkommen
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Velkommen
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Wëlkomm
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Bem-vindo
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Välkommen

Maeva



Central Macedonia 
is one of the thirteen regions of Greece, consisting of the 
central part of the geographical and historical region of 

Macedonia. 

With a population of almost 1.9 million people, it is the 
second most populous in Greece after Attica 



- A quick developing Greek region 

- Unique geographical position 

- Strong assets of cultural (ancient  

monuments, museums, prehistorical    

sites, churches, folklore, gastronomy) and 

natural resources 

- 1.880.058 population (Census 2011)

- Thessaloniki is the capital

- A strong political, industrial and economic 

centre of Northern Greece



Physical characteristics

- Mountainous 

- Climate: Mediterranean with cold winter, rainfalls and snowing and with 

cool and humid summer

- A great number of important rivers and lakes with a wide range of 

significant fauna and flora species



Networks

Strong transportation network:

- Airport (International Makedonia airport)

- Railway 

- Highways (Egnatia - 680 km, PATHE)

pan-european corridors IV (Vienna – Thessaloniki), IX (Elsinki – Alexandroupolis)     and X (Berlin 

- Port (Thessaloniki) 

several marinas for both the yachts and the shipping boats



Tourism

- 18.2% of the total tourist flow

- Over 3.5 million of tourists 

- Great number of coastal areas (Pieria and Chalkidiki areas)

- Ecotops, wetlands, and other sensitive areas occur protected by 

International, European and National laws and agreements: 

Delta of the rivers Axios, Volvi Lakes and Koronia Lake, Kerkini Lake,

Doirani, Pikrolimni, Strymonas River estuaries, Gallikos River estuaries –

Kalochori Swamp, Lagoon of Epanomi, Vegoritida Lake



Tourism ID

- Religious magnets of mountain Olympus and those of Athos Mountain, in connection to the Byzantine, modern and contemporary r

character of Thessaloniki 

- Strong and variable asset of cultural resources coming from the prehistoric periods and reaching modern years

- 23 identified traditional villages



Tourism ID

3 main tourism zones (GNTO):

- Developed coastal areas

- Urban area of Thessaloniki 

- Internal zones of thematic or smooth tourism (mountain Vermio, 

Naoussa, mountain Vorras, Edessa, etc) 

- 10% of the country’s hotels (over 1.200 hotel units and 90.000 beds) 



Strengths Weaknesses

 Strong political will and commitment on 
developing thematic tourism

 Extensive ICT infrastructure to support 
the promotion of thematic tourism

 Region’s geographical position as a 
“Gate” among East and West 

 Significant tourism resources (culture, 
nature, mountains, wetlands, tourism 
infrastructures, coastal areas etc)

 Specialized and qualified personnel 
 Institutional spatial planning 
 Decentralized services to the seven 

regional entities
 Strong existence and correlation among 

the transportation infrastructures
 Increased demand for the “sea and sun” 

product    

 Limited tourism routes developed
 Malfunctions regarding the cooperation of 

public services and organizations 
regarding the management and 
implementation of projects 

 Population degradation of the peripheral 
areas 

 Unemployment 
 Low development of the rail network 
 Degradated tourism product due to 

services’ low quality and land uses’ 
confrontation 

 Non satisfactory services’ offer and lack 
of professionalism in some cases 



Opportunities Threats

 Continuous technological development and 
evolution regarding digital means of 
communication

 Concentration of exploitable human resources 
and assets for innovation,  

 A developed and dynamic secondary economic 
sector with a strong and traditional base, 
making the region the second industrial center 
of the country, after the region of Attica, 

 Presence of an important and cross-related 
transportation network including an 
international airport and a port, road and rail 
networks, 

 Development of modern forms of tourism 
depending on the demand and the needs of the 
era

 Promotion of better institutional reformations 
aiming at opening the markets, 

 Reduction of the bureaucratic procedures 
regarding the establishment and preservation of 
thematic tourism initiatives,

 Stimulating of great international cultural – art 
and sport events 

 Increased competition regarding 
tourism from other Balkan and 
European destinations

 Environmental pollution due to 
mass tourism especially in 
summer and disorders in the 
ecosystem and the 
environmentally sensitive areas, 

 Existence of a balanced tourism 
market 

 Reduction of the repetitive 
tourist visits in the area 

 Stronger and directed marketing 
policies for stimulating tourists 
incomings  

 Increased and continuous 
bureaucratic procedures 
regarding the development and 
establishment of thematic 
tourism activities 

 General economic crisis 



Strategic Goals 

• No 1: Promoting social and cultural development of the area 

• No 2: Enhancement of the regional development targets (employment, per capita income, hotel beds etc)

• No 3: Enhancement of thematic tourism activities



Central Macedonia is the place where one can find gathered the 

most, the best and the most representative elements of the 

geography and the society of the North Aegean area –

Irresistible nature, historic continuity and monumental richness, 

contemporary European identity and live traditions.

The very essense of Macedonia!



Where else in the world could dawn find 

you on Zeus throne(2.917m) ...



... and afternoon swimming in the deep blue
water of the Aegean sea

ONLY HERE!



How many of all those who admire 

the genius and the untamable nature 

of Alexander the Great, 
know the place he grew up?

few



How much time is needed 

to go across two and a half millenniums of history 

wandering in the center of Thessaloniki 
or travelling on Egnatia road?

not much



Reverence or cosmopolitanism, 

history or modern art, 

mountain excursion or relaxation on the sand, 

luxury or alternative routes –

Is there a convener, exhibitor or visitor 

who would not find 

Central Macedonia interesting?

none



Here is its very important city, the mountain of Gods, its 
irresisteble beaches, its very significant 

history, its very distinguished religious center, 
the very amalgam of European and traditional character.



The land of Myths and History. 

The residence of Gods and the paths of the Saints.

Here is where Alexander the Great was born, 
here is where St. Paul walked and preached.

This is the place where East and West 
have been meeting through the centuries.

Dorians and Ionians, philosophers, poets and generals, 
Romans, Byzantins, Franks, Ottomans.

Scraping off, find the traces and uncover them.
Civilizations that bonded in a visible and unprecedented continuity.

In this place today the sun and the  sea give birth to the summers and the high mountaintops 
shade the most golden Mediterranean coasts.

Vine and olive hillsides, plains with cherries and peaches.

Here everything is to be found in abundance 
as a blessing, as an offering to those who seek the VERY essence of living.



Central Macedonia is the center, 
the heart of an area with common historical 

roots where different cultures met and continue 
to meet in order to compose its current picture.

The beating heart of Macedonia is here!




